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Asia’s Submarine Race 

-- Kyle Mizokami 

The delivery of the improved Kilo-class submarine Ha Noi to the government of 
Vietnam was just the latest undersea-vessel acquisition of Asian navies. Asia is in 
the midst of a submarine buying spree, with most of the major powers planning 
substantial fleet increases over the next two decades. Two countries, Malaysia and 
Vietnam, have recently acquired their first submarines while a third, Thailand, is 
pushing to purchase its first submarines in the near future. The trend to submarines 
reflects the desire of Asian countries to protect their recently acquired wealth and 
enduring economic interests. Much of Asia is dependent on open sea lanes to keep 
export-driven economies humming, and recognition of the importance of sea power 
is driving a general naval expansion throughout the region. Another, more ominous 
driver is the recent uptick in territorial disputes in Asian littorals, particularly those 
driven by China. China’s claim of the so-called “Cow’s Tongue” in the South China 
Sea brings it into conflict with the territorial claims of Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, and Brunei. Meanwhile the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands in the East 
China Sea are claimed by China, Japan and Taiwan. 

China 

Fueled by a strong economy, the Chinese 
navy is making strides in development of a 
multifaceted submarine force. One goal of 
Chinese submarines is to create an anti-
access/area denial zone up to what it 
refers to as the First Island Chain, 
consisting of the Kuril Islands, Japan, 
Taiwan, and the South China Sea. The 
chain represents the absolute minimum to 
defend the Chinese mainland. The second 
goal would be to enforce China’s claims on 
the East and South China Seas. Patrols 

and presence missions in the waters surrounding those areas would help press 
these claims. The Chinese navy is replacing the single Xia-class (092) ballistic 
missile submarine with up to six modern Jin-class (094) ballistic missile submarines. 
Each Jin-class displaces 9,000 tons submerged and is equipped with a dozen JL-2 
submarine-launched ballistic missiles. The JL-2 is estimated to have a range of 
7,200 kilometers (4,475 miles) and capable of carrying up to eight nuclear warheads. 

The three submarines of the Shang class (093) represent the second generation of 
Chinese nuclear attack submarines, the previous Han class having been a technical 
disappointment. Displacing 6,000 tons submerged, the Shang class features six 
bow-mounted 533mm torpedo tubes. Built with Russian assistance, only three ships 
were produced, suggesting the class was less than successful. Yet another class 
(095) is believed to be under development. China also operates a range of diesel 
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electric submarines. Nine submarines of the Yuan class (041) and the 14 of the 
smaller Song class (039) represent the indigenously produced fleet. Yuan-class 
ships displace up to 2,400 tons submerged, while the slightly smaller Song boats 
rate 2,200 tons submerged. Both are equipped with six bow-mounted 533mm 
torpedo tubes. China also operates ten improved Kilo submarines purchased from 
Russia, and earlier this year placed an order for another four Lada-class subs. That 
latest order, despite production of the Yuan class, suggests dissatisfaction with the 
performance of the latter. 

Russia 

The Russian Pacific Fleet reflects the decline 
of the former Soviet navy’s submarine forces, 
even more so than the rest of the Russian 
navy. All of the submarines of the Pacific Fleet 
were built in the 20th century, with a good 
number constructed in the 1980s. Four Borey-
class ballistic missile submarines will be 
assigned to the Pacific Fleet in the future, 
replacing the fleet’s single Delta III submarine. 
Submarines of the Borey class displace 
19,400 tons submerged and are equipped with six 533mm bow-mounted torpedo 
tubes and 16 SS-N-32 Bulava submarine-launched ballistic missiles. Development of 
the Bulava has been problematic, with nearly half of test launches ending in failure. 

Four Oscar-class guided-missile submarines serve with the Pacific Fleet. Each 
displaces 14,500 tons submerged and carries 24 SS-N-19 anti-ship missiles. 
Torpedo armament is in the form of four 533mm and four 650mm bow-mounted 
torpedo tubes capable of firing SS-N-16 Stallion and SS-N-15 Starfish anti-
submarine missiles, guided torpedoes, and Shkval supercavitating torpedoes. The 
bulk of the Pacific Fleet’s submarine force lies in its attack submarines—four nuclear 
powered Akula-I, each displacing more than 8,000 tons submerged. Armament 
consists of four 533mm and four 650mm bow-mounted torpedo tubes, capable of 
launching SS-N-21 Sampson land-attack missiles, SS-N-15 anti-submarine missiles, 
torpedoes, and mines. Finally, there is seven Kilo-class diesel-electric submarines, 
including three improved Kilo submarines. The Kilo-class displaces 3,100 tons 
submerged, and features six 533mm torpedo tubes capable of launching either SS-
N-15s or torpedoes. The ship can alternately carry up to 24 mines, or a mixture 
thereof. 

India 

India’s submarine fleet, which faces both Pakistan 
and China, is in an increasingly precarious position. 
Indian submarines are growing older as plans to 
replace them become tangled in bureaucratic red 
tape, and both of India’s potential enemies’ 
submarine fleets grow larger and increasingly 
sophisticated. India has launched its first ballistic 
missile submarines, the Arihant. Based on the 
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Russian Akula nuclear attack submarine design, the Arihant-class features a 10-
meter plug to accommodate four vertical launch silos equipped with K-15 Sagarika 
ballistic missiles. The 6,500-ton submerged submarine also features six 533mm 
torpedo tubes capable of launching torpedoes or Klub anti-ship missiles. At least 
three Arihant-class submarines are projected. 

India also retains one Akula-1 submarine, Charkra, in conventional attack submarine 
configuration. Displacing 9,100 tons submerged, torpedo armament is identical to the 
Arihant class. Originally built for the Russian navy as the Nerpa, it suffered from 
quality control problems and a 15-year construction period. The ship is currently on a 
ten-year lease to India. In addition to nuclear submarines, India operates a fleet of 
ten Kilo-class Russian submarines, the oldest of which is 30 years old. One 
submarine, Sindhurakshak, exploded in port earlier this year and was a total loss. A 
plan to build six submarines of the Scorpene class—1,700 ton ships equipped with 
torpedoes and Exocet missiles—has been repeatedly delayed because of 
bureaucratic and technical problems. 

Pakistan 

Pakistan’s sole adversary at sea is India. Pakistan 
maintains five submarines of the French Agosta 
class: two are of the original Agosta class built in 
the 1970s, while the other three are of the 
modernised Agosta 90B class. The three Agosta 
90B submarines displace between 1,760 and 
2,010 tons submerged, are equipped with four 
533mm bow-mounted torpedo tubes capable of 
firing torpedoes and Exocet missiles. By 2014 all 
three will feature an air-independent propulsion system, making them among the 
most sophisticated submarines in Asia. 

Japan 

Japan recently declared intent to boost its 
submarine fleet from 16 to 22 ships. 
Production of the Soryu-class diesel electric 
submarines continues with launch of 
Kokuryu (“Black Dragon”). Eight Soryu-class 
submarines will be built, the last of which 
was laid down this year. At 4,200 tons 
submerged, the Soryu class is one of the few 
regional submarines to feature air 
independent propulsion, technology acquired 

from Sweden. Armament is in the form of six 533mm torpedo tubes capable of 
launching Type 89 homing torpedoes and Sub Harpoon missiles. Rounding out 
Japan’s submarine fleet are the 11 submarines of the Oyashioclass. At 3,600 tons 
submerged, armament is identical to that of the Soryuclass. It is not clear how Japan 
intends to grow its submarine fleet, but for the near future that fleet will likely include 
the Soryu class, the Oyashio class, and the three remaining ships of the Harushio 
class, 2,750 ton ships with armament identical to the other classes. The oldest 
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Harushio submarine is only 19 years old, the average age at which Japanese subs 
are retired, but a time when diesel electric submarines in other navies are usually still 
in service. 

Japan’s submarine fleet will increase its ability to create an anti-access / area denial 
force of its own. The Chinese Navy has regularly sortied through the Miyako Strait, 
the shortest route between the Eastern Fleet’s headquarters and the Western 
Pacific. Japanese submarines, backed up by surface and air assets, would make 
Chinese transit of the straits a difficult proposition. 

Australia 

Australia’s submarine force lies in the six ships of 
the Collins class. At 3,300 tons submerged, the 
ships are theoretically some of the most advanced 
diesel-electric submarines in existence, with 
advanced sensors and excellent performance 
submerged. Six bow-mounted torpedo tubes are 
capable of firing US Mk-48 ADCAP torpedoes and 
Sub Harpoon anti-ship missiles. The Collins class 
has been beset with problems since the lead ship 
entered service. Software problems, hydrodynamic 
flow problems, cracked propellers, engine and 
gearbox seal problems, and periscope vibration have all contributed to a low 
operational readiness rate for the submarines. At one point in 2009 only one 
submarine, HMAS Farncomb, was rated capable of sea duty. That is expected to 
improve to four submarines capable of sea duty by early 2014. In 2009 the 
Australian government called for replacing the six ships of the Collins class with a 
dozen submarines of an advanced design. The new design likely will be either an 
evolution of the Collins design or something new, and will be built in Australian 
shipyards. In the meantime the Collins class will continue to serve, with upgrades, 
until at least 2030. 

Singapore 

Sitting astride the southern approach to the 
Strait of Malacca, Singapore is in close 
proximity to one of the most important shipping 
lanes in the world. Singapore has two 
submarines of the Archer class, submarines 
originally built for the Swedish navy. Although 
up to 25 years old, the Archer class was 
extensively refitted, including the addition of air-
independent auxiliary engines. Each Archer 
class submarine displaces 1,600 tons 

submerged and has six bow-mounted 533mm torpedo tubes and three bow-mounted 
400mm torpedo tubes. The ships also are capable of carrying up to 22 mines in 
external portable containers. Singapore additionally has four submarines of the 
Centurion class. Also Swedish in origin, the Centurion boats were built in the late 
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1960s but remain in excellent condition when retired. At 1,400 tons submerged, each 
packs four 533mm and two 400mm bow-mounted torpedo tubes. 

North Korea 

The North Korean economy did not adjust well to 
the fall of the Soviet Union, and its navy, the 
service with the lowest priority in terms of 
resources, has particularly undergone hard times. 
Since then North Korea has begun constructing 
submarines of less than 500 tons, one of which 
sank the Republic of Korea Navy corvette 
Cheonan in 2010. Originally the mainstay of the 
North Korean submarine force, the 20 Soviet-
designed, Chinese-built Romeo-class diesel electric submarines are slowly being 
phased out in favor of the Sang-O class of coastal submarines. Up to 40 Sang-O-
class ships have been produced. The Sang-O class displaces 325 tons submerged, 
is equipped with four 533mm torpedo tubes, and can carry up to 16 mines. At least 
some ships of the class are unarmed infiltration submarines designed to ferry North 
Korean Special Forces. A lengthened version, the K-300, was identified in 2011. 
North Korea also operates up to 10 midget submarines of the Yono class. At 130 
tons submerged, featuring two 533mm torpedo tubes, it is believed to be the type of 
submarine responsible for the sinking of South Korean Cheonan. 

South Korea 

Like the rest of the Republic of Korea Navy, the 
submarine force is in a period of expansion and is 
expected to double over the next 20 years. The 
current force consists of nine Type 209 submarines, 
built in both Germany and South Korea. The Type 
209s displace 1,300 tons submerged and are 
equipped with four bow-mounted 533mm torpedo 
tubes capable of firing torpedoes and laying mines. 

Some ships in the class are capable of firing Sub Harpoon. In addition to the Type 
209s, a force of nine Type 214 submarines is also under construction, with three 
completed. At 1,800 tons submerged the 214s are heavier than their predecessors 
and carry twice as many torpedo tubes, all of which will be capable of firing Sub 
Harpoon. A future submarine program, KSX-III, envisions nine submarines of 3,000 
tons entering service around 2020. 

Taiwan 

Taiwan has four aging diesel-electric submarines 
— the oldest of which are of World War II vintage. 
Taiwan for some time has expressed a desire to 
find a replacement, but has been unable to find 
submarine producing countries that are willing to 
defy Chinese political pressure. The only 
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potential provider of submarines, the United States, does not build diesel-electric 
submarines. 

Vietnam 

In April 2009 Vietnam signed a deal with Russia 
for six new so-called “Improved Kilo” (Project 
636) submarines for $1.8 billion. The six diesel 
electric submarines will be the first Vietnamese 
submarines in service. Displacing 4,000 tons 
submerged, the Ha Noi class mounts six 533mm 
torpedo tubes capable of launching torpedoes or 

SS-N-27 (“Klub”) anti-ship missiles. The first of the six submarines, Ha Noi, was 
delivered to Vietnam on 7 November. The last of the boats is scheduled for delivery 
by 2016. Up to 50 mines may be carried as an alternative to torpedoes and missiles, 
an important area-denial capability. 

Indonesia 

The Indonesian navy’s submarine inventory currently consists of two aging 
submarines of the German Type 209 class, Cakra and Naggala. The submarines 
displace 1,400 tons submerged; have eight bow mounted torpedo tubes, and the 
option to lay mines. Both are over 30 years old and despite repeated refits are 
currently out of service awaiting upgrades. Daewoo of South Korea was contracted 
to modernise Cakra, which was supposed to be completed by 2013. Indonesia’s 
Defense Strategic Plan 2024 calls for a fivefold increase in the number of 
submarines over the next 11 years. Toward that end Indonesia has ordered three 
modified Type 209 submarines, to be built in both South Korea and Indonesia. The 
1,600 ton vessels will feature eight 533mm torpedo tubes, capable of launching a 
mixture of torpedoes and mines. The submarines will begin entering service in 2015, 
with all three completed by 2018. 

Malaysia 

Malaysia recently completed purchase of its first two 
submarines, the Scorpene-class vessels Tunku 
Abdul Rahman, and Tun Razak. At 1,740 tons 
submerged, the submarines have six 533mm 
torpedo tubes, capable of firing Black Shark homing 
torpedoes and Exocet anti-ship missiles. The 
submarines are not fitted with an air-independent 
propulsion system, but the boat’s design makes an 
option for future installation. The submarines were 
built by the French defense contractor DCNS and 
Spain’s Navantia. Tunku Abdul Rahman had problems early on with her cooling 
system and was unable to dive, but those issues are thought to have been solved. 
The two submarines were purchased, along with training, for $1.1 billion. Crews for 
the submarines were trained locally, on board the retired French navy submarine 
Quessant. 
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Thailand 

Thailand does not own any submarines, but it is laying the groundwork for a future 
fleet. A submarine fleet headquarters at Sattahip Naval Base will be completed in 
2014. Thailand has sent officers to attend submarine training in Germany and South 
Korea, and will also soon complete construction of a Submarine Command Team 
Trainer. The Thai Ministry of Defense proposed purchasing six used Type 209 
submarines from Germany in 2011, but the sale was canceled. 

(Kyle Mizokami writes on defense and security issues in Asia, particularly Japan.) 

Source: USNI News, 14 November 

Disputed Territory: What US Fighter Aircrafts Over China Mean 

-- Rajeev Sharama 

A hugely important event in international politics has just taken place. It may well be 
a hark back to the infamous U-2 episode of 1960, though the two incidents have 
noting much in common except the deliberate provocation from one superpower of 
the time to another (the United States and Soviet Union in the U-2 incident).  

Followers of Indian media should not be faulted if they have missed out on this 
historic event because of late they have only been given the staple news diet of 
Aarushi murder case, Tarun Tejpal’s sexcapades, Asaram’s alleged multiple sexual 
escapades, Narendra Modi’s alleged snoopgate and his alleged obsession with a 
young woman half his age and the likes. But hang on! This pertains to a serious 
episode of international politics involving the only superpower (the US) and the 
uncrowned but yet non-existent rival superpower—China.  

On 25 November, the US dispatched two B-52 fighter aircraft over the disputed East 
China Sea. The planes were unarmed. Significantly, the US deliberately violated 
rules, set by China, by refusing the Chinese authorities about the flight of the B-52 
bombers. The American planes took off from an American military base in the region 
in Guam and flew over 2400 kms northwest and crossed into the newly declared new 
Air Defence Identification Zone ADIZ) of China. 

This was a conscious, deliberate and well-thought policy initiative by the Americans 
to counter China’s increasingly aggressive moves in the East China Sea vis-a-vis 
Japan and to demonstrate Washington’s rock solid support for Japan. China 
remained a passive watcher as the B-52 bombers flew into its new air defence 
identification zone, though Beijing had warned of military action against any aircraft 
that were to enter this zone without notification. The Chinese did not even try to 
contact the “intruding” American fighter aircraft.  

The flight of the American B-52 bombers over China’s unilaterally announced ADIZ 
constituted the first ever challenge by the Americans to the Chinese pyrotechnics in 
the East China Sea and South China Sea regions. This is indubitably a major event 
involving the hot America-China-Japan triangular relationship wherein the US has 
walked its talk about its security guarantees to Japan. China announced its ADIZ to 

http://news.usni.org/2013/11/13/asias-submarine-race
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push the envelope about its claims over the Daiyou Islands (referred to ‘Senkaku 
Islands’ by the Japanese) in the region. The US has already said that its security 
umbrella for Japan covers Senkaku/Diayou Islands as well, the nerve center of the 
latest China-Japan territorial dispute.  

The American defiance of China’s so-called ADIZ demonstrates many things. First 
and foremost, it shows that the US is delivering on its promises to Japan. Two, it 
indicates that this the newest flashpoint in today’s international politics and the world 
should wait with bated breath how the situation evolves in the region – militarily and 
diplomatically. 

Three, it points to holes in theories of China having already replaced the former 
Soviet Union as the world’s second superpower. Actually, China is yet to get there. 
The incident shows China’s utter inability to police the so-called ADIZ. An extension 
of this argument would be that China is no superpower as many of its friends and 
admirers would be thinking wishfully and that China does not have the balls to take 
on the US; at least not just yet. Four, it would inevitably embolden Japan to take on 
China more pro-actively after the American show of support. This is already visible 
as Japan has already announced that its commercial airliners would not be abiding 
by China’s unilateral “rules” over its self-proclaimed ADIZ.  

The incident may well snowball into an ugly stand-off in the US-China-Japan triangle. 
Round One in the latest international flashpoint has gone to the US (directly) and 
Japan (indirectly). If China fails to match the American muscle-flexing, it would 
inevitably encourage and embolden lesser powers in the region like Vietnam and the 
Philippines – states openly opposed to China’s hegemony. India and Russia, two 
important powers in the Indo-Pacific strategic chess game, would most likely keep 
quiet and feign passivity and neutrality. But the fact is that both these powers will be 
keeping hawkish eye on the evolving situation. One does not expect India to take a 
position on the US-China-Japan triangular rivalry now or later; nor should New Delhi 
do so. 

However, the Indian strategic establishment would be hoping that that the US-China 
rivalry, which has for the first time taken such a significant turn, would continue. It will 
be in India’s interest if the US wins this game of nerves with China as it will make 
things easier for India in dealing with China’s “backyard” countries like Vietnam, 
Philippines and lot others. For China’s part, it will send a wrong signal to its friends 
and allies if it were to take the American show of belligerence lying low. The ball is in 
China’s court now.  

(The writer is a Firstpost columnist and a strategic analyst.) 

Source: First Post, 28 November 

Confluence of Interests on Seas 

-- Bharat Karnad 

There’s certain symmetry in INS Vikramaditya’s imminent assumption of the flagship 
role in the Indian Navy, the launch in Japan of the Izumo, quaintly described as a 

http://www.firstpost.com/blogs/disputed-territory-what-us-fighter-aircrafts-over-china-mean-1255395.html
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“flat-top destroyer”, and the Japanese Emperor Akihito’s second state visit to this 
country. 

Shinzo Abe made Japan’s strategic interest plain in 2010 in an address to the Indian 
parliament entitled “Confluence of Two Seas” — the Indian Ocean and the East Sea, 
and the intertwining of the maritime destinies of the two states. These separated 
expanses of water permit India and Japan to work together to stretch China militarily 
at its extremities. A similar coupling of Japan and the United States, sealed by a 
treaty relationship, has made the latter a fixture in the Far Eastern power balance 
and security architecture post-1945. From the Japanese perspective, America has 
been and is the security anchor. However, in the future Tokyo apprehends that the 
burgeoning economic and trade relationship will result in a faltering American will to 
protect Japanese interests, such as in the dispute over the Senkaku/Diayou Island 
chain. It is for that inevitable day when the US economic interests in China will 
dictate American strategic choices that Abe — the most nationalistic and strategic-
minded of post-War prime ministers — has been trying to prepare his country for. 
Whence, the importance now being accorded India by Tokyo. 

Actually, India is in a situation analogous to Japan’s. From the Nineties when P V 
Narasimha Rao initiated the opening to the West in the guise of globalising the 
economy, the United States has become more central to Indian policymakers, and 
India’s foreign, and even domestic, policies. Thus, home minister Sushil Kumar 
Shinde, instead of ordering a targeted intelligence operation to take out Dawood 
Ibrahim, who is hiding in plain sight in Karachi, by whatever means and at any cost, 
had no qualms indicating he had approached the US Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to corral this transnational criminal and terrorism funder. The Congress party-led 
coalition government, in like vein, rather than mount a concerted effort for a counter-
cyber operation, readily admitted that US agencies had cyber-penetrated the Indian 
system and, in effect, advised that because the country can do nothing to prevent 
such cyber offensives, it may be best to accept it as a fact of life — a variant of the 
Central Bureau of Investigation director Ranjit Sinha’s counsel to women 
experiencing rape, to lie back and enjoy it. And, starting with the nuclear deal, prime 
minister Manmohan Singh suggested by indirection that India’s strategic security 
deficit against China will be made up by the US when such commitment, as the 
Japanese are beginning to find, grows iffier by the day. 

The immediate escape for India from a bad security situation getting worse is the 
over-reach that a bumptious Beijing is prone to. Out of the blue, on November 23 it 
announced an “air defence identification zone (ADIZ)” in the East Sea. It is an 
airspace version of the “nine dot line” expansively delineating its sea territory that 
encompasses the legitimate claims over the Exclusive Economic Zones of 
neighbouring states — Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei, and Taiwan in the South 
China Sea. 

More ambitious still, just as the “nine dot line” seeks to demarcate a mere closum 
(closed sea) controlled by China, the ADIZ attempts to make the free airspace way 
off the Chinese coast a Chinese concern, attempting to shut down international air 
traffic other than on its terms. Indeed, in announcing the ADIZ the Chinese 
authorities demanded that all non-commercial aircraft submit their flight plans and 
maintain continuous radio contact whilst in the area. The next day Tokyo scoffed at 
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the ADIZ, calling it unimplementable and two days later the Americans proved it by 
deliberately sending two unarmed American B-52 nuclear bombers over the 
Senkakus encompassed within the ADIZ. Beijing may not bring the issue 
immediately to boil. Rather, its plans seem oriented to the medium-term future. By 
2030 when it may actually be in a position to enforce the ADIZ, the 2013 
announcement of the zone will come in handy to establish its “historic” claims on this 
airspace. 

It is imperative, therefore, that just as Indian naval ships ignore any notions of the 
nine-dot line Indian military aircraft too should now be tasked to fly frequently through 
this ostensible ADIZ without giving notice  to mark out India’s right of free passage in 
this airspace for all time to come. It should be followed up with more full-fledged 
Indo-Japanese naval and air exercises in the Sea of Japan to bolster the point of 
free air and maritime space, unconstrained by Chinese claims. 

The whole thrust of military cooperation with Japan, at least in theory, is to put China 
on notice not to swing against one or the other country. It is a warning that will grow 
teeth if New Delhi were to speedily take up on the Japanese offer to produce in the 
Indian private sector the Shin Miewa US-2 maritime patrol and surveillance aircraft 
that is also an excellent platform for mounting from-the-sea Special Forces actions. 
But the defence ministry under AK Antony has been so infernally sluggish in taking 
decisions and then making the wrong choices, there’s every danger that this 
strategically significant Japanese proposal — the first of its kind by Tokyo under its 
“peace Constitution” which bars arms exports and sales — too will grow cobwebs 
before it is acted on. 

Japan’s bulking up security co-ordination with India could prod its economic 
reorientation away from China. Japan was the source in 2012 of $122 billion worth of 
Foreign Direct Investment, most of it to China. As of now, Japanese companies are 
sitting on a “cash pile” worth a massive $2.4 trillion. India can be the prime 
investment destination for these funds, especially as the Indian government has 
plans for infrastructure development cost at $1 trillion. But Tokyo has to be motivated 
to channel these monies India-wards and intensified security co-operation can be 
that raison d’etre if only New Delhi had the wit to realise it. Alas, the Congress party-
led coalition government has shown it is bereft of any such understanding. 

(Bharat Karnad is professor at Centre for Policy Research.) 

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 November 

 

Antony Commissions INS Vikramaditya in Russia 

Defence Minister AK Antony commissioned INS Vikramaditya at the Sevmash 
shipyard in Russia. Indian Naval Ship Vikramaditya is the country's second aircraft 
carrier and the navy's biggest warship. The Sevmash shipyard is located in 
Severodvinsk. Antony left Delhi on a four-day visit to Russia where he, with his 
Russian counterpart Sergey Shoigu, co-chaired the 13th meeting of the India-Russia 

http://newindianexpress.com/opinion/Confluence-of-Interests-on-Seas/2013/11/29/article1916715.ece
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Inter-Governmental Commission on Military Technical Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC) in 
Moscow. Antony was accompanied by a high-level delegation whose members 
included Chief of Naval Staff Admiral DK Joshi and Defence Secretary RK Mathur. 

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin, apart from Defence Minister Sergei 
Shoigu, was among those present at the function to commission INS Vikramaditya. 
INS Vikramaditya's commissioning is being described as "a game changer" in naval 
circles, and is expected to project India's maritime power far beyond its shores. "INS 
Vikramaditya will bring transformational capabilities to the Indian Navy and will be a 
'game changer'," a Navy official said. "Vikramaditya will transform the face of the air 
arm fleet of the Indian Navy," he added. The aircraft carrier is expected to reach 
India by early next year. Vikramaditya is 284 meters in length, and with its beam of 
about 60 meters, it stretches to an area as large as three football fields. It has 22 
decks and will have over 1,600 personnel on board. 

"Associated with this is a mammoth logistics requirement - nearly a lakh of eggs, 
20,000 litres of milk and 16 tonnes of rice per month. With her complete stock of 
provisions, the warship is capable of sustaining herself at sea for a period of about 
45 days. The warship is capable of operations up to a range of over 7,000 nautical 
miles (13,000 km)," the official said. The warship can carry over 30 aircraft, 
comprising an assortment of MiG 29K/Sea Harrier, Kamov 31, Kamov 28, Sea King, 
ALH-Dhruv and Chetak helicopters. MiG 29K swing role fighter is the main offensive 
platform and provides a quantum jump for the Indian Navy's maritime strike 
capability, the official said. "These fourth generation air superiority fighters provide a 
significant fillip to the Indian Navy with a range of over 700 nm (extendable to over 
1,900 nm with inflight refueling) and an array of weapons including anti-ship missiles, 
beyond the visual range air-to-air missiles, guided bombs and rockets," the official 
said. 

The warship is powered by eight new generation boilers to enable the 44,500-tonne 
"floating steel city" to cut through choppy seas with speeds of up to 30 knots. The 
ship has provisions to generate power of 18 megawatts, enough to light a small 
town, and its plants can supply of 400 tonnes of fresh water every day. Long range 
air surveillance radars and advanced electronic warfare suite makes the ship 
capable of maintaining "a surveillance bubble" of over 500 km around the ship. The 
ship is equipped with state-of-the-art launch and recovery systems and computer-
aided Action Information Organisation (CAIO) system, which is the heart of the 
operational network that infuses life into the combat systems onboard the ship. 
Negotiations over acquiring Admiral Gorshkov (which was re-named INS 
Vikramaditya) started in 1994. A memorandum of understanding was signed in 
December 1998, and the deal was made January 2004. 

However, soon after the repair and refit of the ship commenced in April 2004, it was 
realised that the work and equipment requiring replacement was significantly higher 
than originally estimated. A protracted renegotiation for arriving at a mutually 
acceptable price for refurbishment was held and finally, in December 2009, the 
Indian and the Russian sides arrived at an agreement on the final price of delivery of 
the ship. "It was agreed that the delivery of the ship would take place in 2012. 
Though the re-negotiated price was significantly higher than what was originally 
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agreed upon, the fillip that the addition of Gorshkov would give to the blue water 
requirements of Indian Navy compensated the greater price," the official said. 

Source: Business Standard, 14 November 

US Participates in Multinational Maritime Exercise 

Maritime forces from the United States, 10 
East African and two European nations, 
along with several international 
organisations, commenced the multinational 
maritime exercise Cutlass Express 2013, 
Nov. 11. Exercise Cutlass Express 2013, 
held in several operational areas in waters 
off East Africa, is an at-sea maritime 
exercise designed to improve cooperation, 
tactical expertise and information sharing 
practices among participating nations in 

order to increase maritime safety and security in the region. The weeklong exercise 
will take place in the vicinity of four different naval hubs: Mombasa, Kenya; Djibouti, 
Djibouti; Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; and Port Victoria, Seychelles. The exercise will 
feature in-port phase activities before practicing naval concepts at sea.  

"We want to continue to make the waters off East Africa a safer place, and that's 
what you're here to do," said Capt. Guy Jackson, Cutlass Express 2013 exercise 
director, in remarks during an opening ceremony in Seychelles. "Cutlass Express is 
designed to enhance maritime security capabilities, improve information sharing and 
strengthen the bonds of each and every participating nation, so that we can all work 
together for the long term." Dr. Ibrahim Mohamed Abdelrahim, head of liaison from 
the East Africa Standby Force, echoed Jackson's sentiments at the ceremony and 
expressed the importance of cooperation and collaboration in ensuring maritime 
security.  

"We East African nations have benefited greatly from the exercises and activities that 
our forces have completed; we look forward to exercise," said Abdelrahim. Cutlass 
Express aims to test a wide variety of skills such as maritime boarding, medical 
response, radio communication, and information sharing across regional maritime 
operations centers. Participants will execute tactics and techniques within scenarios 
that mirror real-world counter-piracy and counter-illicit trafficking operations as well 
as actions taken to deter illegal fishing.  

Exercise Cutlass Express, in its third year, is one of four Africa-focused regional 
"Express" series exercises facilitated by US Naval Forces Europe-Africa/US 6th 
Fleet. The exercise is part of a comprehensive strategy of US Naval Forces Europe-
Africa/US 6th Fleet and US Africa Command to enable African partners to address 
maritime security concerns. The exercise serves to demonstrate and test skills that 
are developed as part of Africa Partnership Station and ongoing efforts to increase 
maritime domain awareness. Started in 2007, Africa Partnership Station is an 
international security cooperation initiative, facilitated by US Naval Forces Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through training and 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/antony-to-commission-ins-vikramaditya-in-russia-113111401346_1.html
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collaborative activities in order to improve maritime safety and security in Africa. 
"This year we have 13 nations participating. Such a high number represents the 
outstanding cooperation we are seeing in this region, a cooperation that we hope to 
see continue to increase as a result of this exercise," said Jackson. Participants in 
Cutlass Express 2013 include Djibouti, Kenya, Uganda, South Africa, Seychelles, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Tanzania, Comoros, Yemen, the Netherlands, Denmark and 
the US Representatives from the Eastern Africa Standby Force, NATO, and EU 
Naval Force will also participate. 

Source: Military.Com, 14 November 

India to Add 64 New Warships to its Fleet 

The Indian Navy will have 200 warships in 10 years down the line, said Rear Admiral 
Atul Kumar Jain, Flag Officer Commanding, Eastern Fleet, Eastern Naval Command, 
on board INS Satpura, here. Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of the Navy Day 
celebrations, the Rear Admiral observed that there are about 136 ships in the Force. 
“We have planned to increase the fleet to 200 in 10-15 years,” he said. “We have 
only one Landing Platform Dock (LPD) and we will be getting four more LPDs in the 
future,” he added. On aircraft carriers, Jain said that India would receive INS 
Vikramaditya later this month, which would be added to INS Karwar Karnataka, while 
another indigenous aircraft carrier built at Kochi would be added to the Eastern 
Naval Command at Vishakapatnam. “The idea is to have atleast one aircraft carrier 
in every fleet of the country,” Jain added. Jain was in the city to review the 
demonstrations organised as part of the Navy Day along with L-G Virendra Khataria 
of Puducherry. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 November 

Advanced Dhruv Squadron to Boost Security Surveillance 

The first advanced light helicopter squadron 
comprising Dhruv helicopters was 
commissioned by Vice-Admiral Shekhar Sinha, 
flag officer commanding-in-chief, Western 
Naval Command. Dhruv is the first 
indigenously-designed and manufactured 
helicopter by the Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited. With its multi-role capabilities, it has 
proved its mettle in all the three services of the 

Armed Forces, Indian Coast Guard and BSF in the inventory of foreign countries. 
The squadron is named Indian Naval Air Squadron (INAS) 322.  Addressing the 
commissioning ceremony parade, Vice-Admiral Sinha said that in the Navy, Dhruv 
has transformed into an advanced search and rescue (SAR) helicopter also used for 
missions like heliborne operations, and armed patrol with night vision devices. Such 
machines in the inventory have become imperative for the Navy given the scenario 
of low intensity maritime operations (LIMO) and coastal security construct, he said. 
Vice-Admiral Satish Soni, flag officer commanding-in-chief, Southern Naval 
Command, under whose administrative control INAS 322 would function, said the 

http://www.military.com/daily-news/2013/11/13/us-participates-in-multinational-maritime-exercise.html?comp=7000023468025&rank=1
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/India-to-add-64-new-warships-to-its-fleet/2013/11/14/article1889771.ece
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versatile aircraft would soon be cleared for night SAR role, one of the few helicopters 
in the world to have that capability over sea. 

Source: Deccan Chronicle, 14 November 

Garden Reach, Navy to Ink Mou for Warships 

Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE) will soon be signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian Navy for a warships project, 
an official said. "These off-shore patrol vessels made by GRSE for the Navy will 
tremendously increase business opportunities in the eastern region, especially in 
West Bengal. GRSE will require more vendors and industry partners to meet the 
requirements," said GRSE Chairman and Managing Director Rear Admiral (Retd) AK 
Verma. Participating in a Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) organised conference 
on vendor meet on defence, Verma also said negotiations with the Philippines 
government for a big project are on. 

"I hope it will fructify very soon," said Verma, adding GRSE's turnover would jump to 
"Rs.3, 000 crore in the next five years". Verma said GRSE is also negotiating with a 
few other countries. "But this is not going to be smooth sailing because we are 
competing with some formidable European countries. We must work hard to keep 
our bidding low," he said. Rear Admiral Sekhar Mittal, Additional DGQA, Directorate 
of Quality Assurance (Naval), Indian Navy, said: "India's attractiveness as a potential 
defence production hub is rising steadily, for both domestic and global players. "This 
is a huge opportunity for big players as well as micro small and medium enterprises. 
Big investors from across the world are increasingly turning their focus on India," 
said Mittal. 

Source: Business Standard, 15 November 

US Maritime-Security Firm Wary of “High-Crime” Sri Lankan Waters 

US-based AdvanFort — the crew on board its ship MV Seaman Guard Ohio was 
recently arrested by the Tamil Nadu police for trespassing — has announced that it 
was avoiding the “high-crime” Sri Lankan waters in a bid to protect clients, crew and 
cargo. It had taken heed of United States Department of State’s “Threats to Safety 
and Security” advisory which warned about the increasing and “ongoing criminal 
activity around the country, including murder and kidnapping” in Sri Lanka, said the 
company in a statement posted on its website. The company was now using a 
location in the Western Malacca Straits as the point of disembarkation for its private 
contracted armed security personnel (PCASP) in east-bound transits and as an 
embarkation point for west-bound transits. Headquartered in Washington DC, 
AdvanFort provides comprehensive maritime security solutions for the commercial 
shipping industry and employs former US, UK and Nato Special Forces operatives 
as security guards. 

Although there have been recent reports of piracy — two tankers were hijacked this 
month — in the Malacca Straits, AdvanFort’s statement reiterated that the new 
transit point was chosen specifically to prevent client vessels from having to slow 
down or stop in waters off Sri Lanka. “Due to this concern, AdvanFort is providing its 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/131113/news-current-affairs/article/advanced-dhruv-squadron-boost-security-surveillance
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/garden-reach-navy-to-ink-mou-for-warships-113111500924_1.html
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protective teams free of charge from the western border of the High Risk Area to the 
western end of the Malacca Straits,” said AdvanFort president William H. Watson. 
Mr. Watson made a fresh appeal to Indian authorities for the release of the 35 
guards/crew of MV Seaman Guard Ohio, who are arrested and lodged in the Puzhal 
central prison here. Those jailed — under reportedly inhumane conditions — include 
the vessel’s master and chief engineer, who has since suffered a nervous 
breakdown. The US vessel was intercepted and detained by the Indian Coast Guard 
off the Tuticorin Coast on October 11, 2013. The crew/guards, including Estonian, 
British and Ukranian nationals, were arrested by the ‘Q’ branch CID of the Tamil 
Nadu police under the provisions of the Arms Act, Essential Commodities Act and 
others. 

Source: The Hindu, 15 November 

Japan, Cambodia to Boost Maritime Security 

Japan and Cambodia agreed during their 
summit that they will seek to enhance maritime 
security by establishing the principle of the rule 
of law to settle disputes in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
and his Cambodian counterpart Hun Sen also 
decided to advance cooperation between their 
defence authorities and work together to 
improve health and medical care in Cambodia, 
according to a joint statement released after 

their meeting in Phnom Penh. The two leaders "underscored the importance of 
settling maritime disputes by peaceful means in accordance with universally 
recognised principles of international law ... in order to establish the principle of the 
rule of the law in the Asia-Pacific region", the statement said. The document reflects 
territorial rows between China and some Southeast Asian countries in the South 
China Sea as well as one between China and Japan in the East China Sea. 

The first trip to Cambodia, which has close ties with China, by a Japanese prime 
minister in 13 years is believed to be aimed at keeping Beijing in check. Mr Abe and 
Hun Sen also agreed that Japan will assist capacity building of Cambodian 
peacekeeping officers based on its activities since 1992. Cambodia is the first 
country where a Japanese mission consisting of Self-Defence Forces, police officers 
and election observers joined UN peacekeeping operations. The two leaders also 
agreed that Japan will utilise its advanced medical technologies and systems to help 
improve health and medical care in Cambodia. They shared the view that "further 
improvement of investment environment in Cambodia is essential for facilitating 
more investment" and Hun Sen expressed hope "to see the participation of 
Japanese companies in the development of advanced urban infrastructure in the 
medium to long term," the joint statement said. 

Mr Abe "elaborated his security policy to proactively contribute to the peace and 
stability in the region and the international community" and Hun Sen "highly praised 
Japan's achievement as a peaceful nation and supported Japan's further 
contribution", according to the document. On North Korea, the two leaders decided 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/us-maritimesecurity-firm-wary-of-highcrime-sri-lankan-waters/article5352855.ece
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to cooperate with each other toward the resolution of Pyongyang's past abductions 
of Japanese nationals. Hun Sen confirmed his participation in a special summit 
between Japan and the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) 
slated for Dec 13 to 15 in Tokyo to mark the 40th anniversary of diplomatic ties 
between the two sides. The Japanese leader is visiting Cambodia on the first leg of a 
two-day trip that will also take him to Laos. After flying to Vientiane, Mr Abe is 
scheduled to hold separate meetings with Lao Prime Minister Thongsing 
Thammavong and President Choummaly Sayasone. With the trip, Mr Abe will have 
visited all 10 Asean nations since taking office last December. 

Source: Bangkok Post, 16 November 

Naval Capability Crucial for Security, Economic Interests 

The delivery of the INS Vikramaditya will provide India its second aircraft carrier. 
Along with the indigenous carrier scheduled to be launched by 2016, India’s Navy 
will be able to claim a genuine blue water capability. Three carriers will effectively 
fulfill the Indian Navy’s dream of being able to field at least one air platform on the 
high seas at any given time. It is important to keep in mind that the INS Vikramaditya 
is just one part of a broader Indian maritime security need. This maritime 
requirement is necessary to secure the country’s security and economic interests in 
the Indian Ocean and, arguably, in waters beyond. There will be some who will 
argue that India is wasting its time worrying about securing the Straits of Malacca or 
watching the Gulf of Aden when it has pressing problems at home. Unfortunately, 
such things cannot be separated so neatly.  

The Mumbai 26/11 attack is a reminder of the danger of seaborne terror. The Somali 
pirate problem helped drive shipping costs in the western Indian Ocean endangering 
shipments of fuel, fertiliser and other goods to India. Almost all of India’s natural gas, 
oil and now even coal imports come across the waters. Almost all of India’s exports 
leave from its shores. India’s ability to solve its problems at home is inextricably 
linked to its ability to secure the air, sea and land on its periphery. There is an 
additional concern. Though the United States has received little praise for doing so, 
the truth is that for the past half-century its huge navy has helped protect the global 
sea lanes, clear the waters of pirates and otherwise ensure the free flow of ships and 
trade. The US is today surrendering this role and has signalled that other countries 
need to take on the burden of being global lifeguards. This is evident in the Indian 
Ocean where US warships are becoming less and less frequent. India needs to 
prepare to fill this vacuum in the ocean that bears its name or face the likelihood of 
other, potentially less friendly, powers doing so in the coming decades. 

Source: Hindustan Times, 17 November 

Odisha Celebrates Glorious Maritime Past 

Miniature decorated boats made of banana barks, cork and paper were set out by 
the people of Odisha in ponds, rivers and the sea, in a traditional celebration of the 
state's maritime history, officials said. Thousands of people of all age groups, as also 
women and children, floated the small boats near Dhabaleswar temple in Cuttack 
and Bindusagar pond in state capital Bhubaneswar as part of "Boita Bandana" 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asia/380195/cambodia-japan-to-foster-ties
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/editorials/naval-capability-crucial-for-security-economic-interests/article1-1152543.aspx
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(worship of voyage) festival. Crowds were seen in Balasore, Puri, Konark and on 
Paradip beach. A large number of devotees also visited temples. In ancient times, 
sea traders from Odisha known as "sadhabas" would begin their sea voyages on the 
full moon day of the Kartika month of the Hindu calendar, to the Indonesian island of 
Bali. Those days are now gone, but people float tiny boats and celebrate the festival 
of "Boita Bandana" every year in memory of that past glory. 

Similarly, according to a belief, the last five days of the month of Kartika, called 
Panchaka, are considered sacred. The last day, named Kartika Purnima, is 
considered the most sacred. It is believed that those who take a dip in the sea, in 
rivers of ponds on that day and visit the temple early in the morning get absolution 
from their sins. Hundreds of thousands of devotees visited the Jagannath temple in 
Puri, about 56 km from here, during the pre-dawn hours to have a glimpse of Hindu 
deity Lord Jagannath. On this occasion, the government organises week-long trade 
fairs -- named "Bali Yatra" (voyage to Bali) -- in Cuttack and the state's port town of 
Paradip. Rituals are also held on a smaller scale at Chilika Lake. The fair at Kila 
Maidan on the riverbank of Cuttack, 26 km from here, is the biggest trade fair in the 
state. More than 100,000 people visit it, on average, at this time of year. 

Source: Business Standard, 17 November 

India's Maritime Hawk Completes 25 Years of Yeomen Service 

Quietly keeping a hawk-eye on hostile warships, 
submarines, pirates and other inimical forces in 
the wide Indian Ocean Region (IOR), the 
Tupolev-142M aircraft have now clocked 25 
years of operations in the Navy without a single 
accident. The world’s largest and fastest 
turboprop aircraft, aptly named the "Albatross" or 
the "Mighty Bird", the TU-142M planes first joined 
the INAS 312 maritime reconnaissance squadron 

from Russia in 1988. The TU-142M's silver jubilee was celebrated at naval air station 
INS Rajali in Arakkonam in Tamil Nadu, with Eastern Naval Command chief Vice 
admiral Anil Chopra reviewing the flypast and parad. Though the seven fuel-guzzling 
TU-142M aircraft in the squadron have clearly aged, the Navy says they are still 
"effective force-multipliers" that are always in the "forefront" of all maritime 
operations. 

"TU-142Ms were the first true LRMR (long-range, maritime reconnaissance) patrol 
aircraft of the Navy. They have performed yeomen service over the years. Having 
undergone overhauls and life-extensions in Russia, we plan to keep them in service 
till at least 2018," said an officer. With a 50-metre wing-span and a range of over 
12,000 km, the TU-142M has a speed of around 850 kmph. "They also have the 
highest flying altitude among turboprops, with an operational ceiling of over 13,000 
metre," he said. Apart from snooping, the TU-142Ms also have potent anti-
submarine and electronic warfare capabilities. "They have a 10-member crew, fitted 
as they are with lot of sensors. They can also carry at least five torpedoes as well as 
freefall bombs and depth charges," he said. The TU-142Ms will gradually be 
replaced by the dozen P-8I aircraft India is buying from the US for around $3.5 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/odisha-celebrates-glorious-maritime-past-113111700420_1.html
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billion. Under the first $2.1 billion contract inked with Boeing in January 2009, the 
second of the eight contracted P-8I touched down at INS Rajali earlier this month. 
"All eight will be delivered by 2015," said another officer. 

Armed with deadly Harpoon Block-II missiles, MK-54 lightweight torpedoes, rockets 
and depth charges, the radar-packed P-8I aircraft will be India's "intelligent hawk-
eyes" over the IOR that is increasingly getting militarised. China in particular has 
stepped up its submarine activity in the IOR as well as systematically forged 
extensive maritime linkages with eastern Africa, Seychelles, Maldives, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Pakistan, among others. With a maximum speed of 907 
kmph and an operating range of over 1,200 nautical miles, "with four hours on 
station", the P-8Is will be able to detect "threats" — and neutralise them if required — 
far before they come anywhere near Indian shores. Much like the TU-142Ms, the P-
8Is will work in conjunction with medium-range maritime reconnaissance aircraft and 
Israeli Searcher-II and Heron UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles) to establish an 
effective three-tier surveillance grid in IOR. Apart from the need to take care of its 
primary area of strategic interest stretching from Persian Gulf to Malacca Strait, India 
also has a vast 5,422-km coastline, 1,197 islands and 2.01 million sq km of 
Exclusive Economic Zone to guard against all threats. "The P-8Is will help in this," 
said the officer. 

Source: The Times of India, 18 November 

India, Russia to hold air force, naval war games in 2014 

In order to boost their military ties, 
India and Russia have decided to hold 
first ever joint air force and naval war 
games in 2014. The 13th Meeting of 
India – Russia Inter-Governmental 
Commission on Military Technical 
Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC) was co- 
chaired by Indian Defence Minister AK 
Antony with his Russian counterpart 
Sergey Shoigu in Moscow. “India and 
Russia agreed to expand the range of 

their strategic partnership in a significant manner. The two countries decided that the 
two countries will hold first ever joint Air Force level exercise besides a joint Navy 
exercise in Peter the Great Bay in Sea of Japan. Both the naval and air force war 
games will be held in 2014,”an Indian defence ministry spokesman said. 

Indian, Russian armies held military exercises recently: Indian and Russian 
Armies had recently held military exercise in Indian state of Rajasthan and focus of 
the ‘war game’ was on anti-terrorism. “The two countries agreed that there is a need 
for further cooperation at all levels, especially in view of the regional and global 
challenges and to fight the menace of terrorism jointly,” the spokesman said. Russia 
is India’s largest arms supplier and almost 80 per cent of all Indian military weapons, 
equipment, systems and vehicles are of Russian origin. However, India is now 
moving towards Europe and US for purchase of military equipment. 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-11-18/india/44200718_1_indian-ocean-region-medium-range-maritime-reconnaissance-aircraft-p-8is
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Russian Naval Aviation specialists will train Indian pilots: Indian defence 
ministry spokesman said Russian Defence Minister assured his Indian counterpart 
that the Naval Aviation specialists will train Indian pilots fully for take- offs and 
landing on Russian-built aircraft carrier (INS Vikramaditya). The Russian-built INS 
Vikramaditya aircraft carrier was handed over to Indian Navy recently. “The two 
countries also agreed that the time has come to expand the cooperation not only in 
product design and development, which has made significant progress over the 
years but also to involve various echelons of the Defence establishments in 
strategising policies and cooperation in the fast changing global security scenario,” 
Indian defence ministry spokesman said. 

Source: National Turk, 19 November 

India to Send More Relief Material to Philippines 

India will send another consignment of relief material to the Philippines to help 
people coping with the havoc caused by typhoon Haiyan in which over 10,000 
people are feared killed. The additional relief material consignment will include 
temporary shelters, prefabricated huts and life-saving medical care will be sent soon 
in an Indian Navy ship from Visakhapatnam, said a defence ministry release. The 
additional relief material will be sent on a bigger scale than what was sent by 
aeroplane earlier. "Necessary coordination for sending the ship and its arrival 
formalities in the Philippines are being carried out with the embassy of Philippines," 
the release said. It said water purification capacity of the ship shall also be utilised to 
provide clean drinking water to the affected people. India had earlier sent medicines, 
hygiene chemicals, tentage, blankets, tarpaulins and ready-to-eat meals through an 
Indian Air Force C-130 Super Hercules aircraft which reached the Philippines. The 
effort was coordinated by the Integrated Defence Staff headquarters. 

Source: Daiji World, 19 November 

US Snoops on Unarmed INS Vikramaditya 

In a sign of heightened interest over the 
Admiral Gorshkov aircraft carrier — 
commissioned into the Indian Navy as the 
INS Vikramaditya — a United States military 
P-3 Orion maritime reconnaissance aircraft 
may have 'buzzed' and 'snooped on' the 
aircraft carrier, during sea-trials when it was 
still flying Russian colours. Interest in the 
newly-refitted aircraft carrier, the second in 
the Indian Navy, is shared among the US 

and its NATO allies, as well as the Chinese People's Liberation Army-Navy. The 
refitted Vikramidtya was handed over last to the Indian Navy at the Sevmash 
shipyard in Severodvinsk, Russia, after extensive sea-trials. The US and Chinese 
navies could put the Vikramaditya under surveillance through submarines or aircraft 
at sea, as it heads later this month for the Indian port of Karwar where it is expected 
to dock in early January 2014. Given the potential for further snooping, the Indian 

http://www.nationalturk.com/en/india-russia-to-hold-air-force-naval-war-games-in-2014-44678
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=202432
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Navy plans a strong “escort” comprising warships to “protect” the aircraft carrier “in 
every possible way”. 

Source: Deccan Chronicle, 19 November 

Moscow Hopes to Build More Warships for Indian Navy 

Moscow and New Delhi are negotiating the construction of more frigates for the 
Indian Navy, Anatoly Isaikin, director general of Russia’s biggest arms trader, 
Rosoboronexport, said at the 18th international exhibition of internal state security 
Milipol 2013. “We hope to sign a new contract for the construction of project 11356 
frigates for the Indian Navy,” he said. “So far, there is none. But we hope for such a 
contract, and time will show in which format. It could be a joint production, or 
supplies of ready-made products.” By now, Russia has built and handed over to the 
Indian Navy six project 11356 frigates, in two batches. The three frigates of the 
second batch were equipped with the BraMos Russian-Indian missile system, 
whereas the first three frigates of the 11356 project were equipped with the Russian-
made missile systems Club. The six project 11356 frigates were highly assessed by 
the Indian military. 

Source: Russia & India Report, 20 November 

Taiwan to Take Delivery of Two Perry-Class Warships in 2015 

The first two Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates purchased by Taiwan from the United 
States are expected to be delivered in 2015, Navy Chief of Staff Kao Tien-chung 
said. The two warships, which cost NT$5.2 billion, will replace two Knox-class 
frigates that are in the worst condition in the entire fleet, Kao said during a hearing of 
the Legislative Yuan's Foreign and National Defense Committee. The ships are part 
of an order of four Perry-class frigates that the US government has agreed to sell 
Taiwan, he said. The US House Committee on Foreign Affairs unanimously agreed 
to introduce legislation that would authorise the sale of the four frigates, namely the 
USS Taylor (FFG-50), USS Gary (FFG-51), USS Carr (FFG-52) and USS Elrod 
(FFG-55), to Taiwan.  

The four warships were commissioned between 1984 and 1985 and, except for the 
USS Gary which was decommissioned in March, are all in active service. Also during 
the hearing, Kao said that between 2015 and 2018, Taiwan will design and build one 
salvage ship prototype and another amphibious warfare ship on its own. The Navy is 
also planning to buy 36 used AAV-7 assault amphibious vehicles from the United 
States. With its river-crossing ability, the AAV-7 will help strengthen the mobility and 
expeditionary capabilities of the Marine Corps, he said. Ruling Kuomintang 
Legislator Lin Yu-fang, however, questioned the necessity of the purchases given 
that the military already has 54 AAV-7s. Equipped with 50-caliber machine guns and 
40-mm automatic grenades, the AAV-7 is not powerful enough, and it does not 
necessarily have better mobility than wheeled armored vehicles, Lin said. He 
suggested that the military consider acquiring more Taiwan-made Yunpao CM-32 
eight-wheel armored vehicles to meet its needs. 

Source: Global Security, 21 November 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/131119/news-current-affairs/article/us-snoops-unarmed-ins-vikramaditya
http://indrus.in/news/2013/11/20/moscow_hopes_to_build_more_warships_for_indian_navy_30997.html
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/taiwan/2013/taiwan-131121-cna01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e966%2ebu0ao017zf%2evtu
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India, Thai Navies Carry out Coordinated Patrol 

Aiming to counter piracy and arms smuggling, the navies of India and Thailand 
carried out a coordinated patrol in the Andaman Sea. "The Indian Navy and the 
Royal Thai Navy conducted Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) in the Andaman Sea from 
November 13 to 18 to counter piracy, poaching and arms smuggling," a release from 
the Indian embassy in Thailand said. At the exercise, the Indian Navy was 
represented by INS BITRA while HTMS SRIRACHA represented the Royal Thai 
Navy. One Dornier Aircraft each of the two sides also participated in the joint 
exercise, it said. During the CORPAT, the participating forces of two navies carried 
out a number of joint exercises and exchanges to enhance inter-operability. The first 
CORPAT between the Indian Navy and the Royal Thai Navy was held in 2005. The 
subsequent series of Coordinated Patrols have enhanced mutual confidence levels 
between the two Navies and have contributed to the effective implementation of the 
Law of the Sea to prevent illegal activities. 

Source: Zee News, 21 November 

Amphibious Ships Replace USS George Washington in Philippines 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines and Joint Task Force 505 welcome the 
amphibious ships USS Ashland and USS Germantown in the concerted efforts to 
extend relief efforts to families affected by Typhoon Haiyan/Yolanda in Visayas, the 
Philippines. The Ashland and Germantown have aboard a combined total of 
approximately 900 Marines, elements of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, based 
in Okinawa, Japan. 'Having amphibious ships here, along with the 31st MEU, brings 
more logistical capability and capacity to augment our on-going relief operations in 
Visayas,' said Armed Forces of the Philippines Vice Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Alan R. 
Luga. The USS Ashland and the USS Germantown, both dock landing ships, 
replaced the aircraft carrier USS George Washington, which had been operating in 
the area since Nov. 14. 

'We are very thankful to the United States armed forces for sending one of their 
aircraft carriers to the Philippines and immediately supporting our humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief operations following the devastation of Super Typhoon 
Yolanda,' Luga said. Luga added that the USS George Washington played an 
important role in air transport when most Philippine airports are non-operational in 
critical areas in eastern Visayas. The amphibious ships, he said, have a more robust 
ship-to-shore movement ability.  

The Ashland and the Germantown carry landing craft, both air-cushioned and utility, 
for moving large amounts of cargo and equipment ashore, and the 31st MEU brings 
heavy equipment which can be used to move debris. 'In addition to the enhanced 
capabilities of the Ashland and Germantown, the Japanese navy will be surveying 
the eastern coast of Samar and identifying additional impacted areas for relief 
support,' said Marine Corps Lt. Gen. John E. Wissler, Joint Task Force-505 
commander. The task force is coordinating humanitarian and disaster relief 
operations in the Philippines. 'These are more suitable assets," Wissler said, "and 
combined with the naval vessels from Japan, Australia, and other nations, we 
continue to be postured to help wherever the Philippine government and the armed 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/india-thai-navies-carry-out-coordinated-patrol_891627.html
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forces of the Philippines needs us and we will remain here until our unique 
capabilities are no longer necessary." 

Source: Global Security, 22 November 

China's Peace Ark Departs for Typhoon-Hit Philippines 

The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy's hospital ship, the Peace Ark, 
set sail for a typhoon relief mission to the Philippines. The 300-bed ship with eight 
operating rooms sounded its horn as it set off from a navy port on Zhoushan Island 
in east China's Zhejiang Province. It is expected to take three days to reach the 
devastated Samar Province in the Philippines. The medical team will conduct first aid 
and outpatient treatment and perform surgery and epidemic prevention. The vessel 
is also carrying tents, mobile kitchens, commuter boats and helicopters for medical 
care. This is the first time China has sent a military vessel to provide humanitarian 
medical aid in disaster-hit regions abroad, said navy commander Wu Shengli, who 
attended the departure ceremony. The mission is an important task to implement the 
concepts of peace, cooperation, and development as promoted by the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) and Xi Jinping, chairman of the CPC Central Military 
Commission, Wu said. The medical vessel just finished a 125-day visit, named 
'Mission Harmony 2013,' to eight Asian countries and the Gulf of Aden. The vessel 
also participated in the rescue of fishermen in waters off the Xisha Islands as it 
returned home. Over the past five years, the 'Peace Ark' has carried out three major 
overseas missions to Asia, Africa and Latin America, providing free medical aid to 
more than 50,000 people. 

Source: Global Security, 22 November 

India Kicks offs Sub Training for Vietnamese Navy 

India has kicked off the training of a large number of Vietnamese sailors in the 
intricate art of submarine operations and underwater warfare, even as the two 
countries have now resolved to further expand their bilateral military ties. Both wary 
of China's assertive behaviour in the Asia-Pacific region, India and Vietnam have 
been slowly but steadily ramping up their cooperation in military training and 
"capacity-building" as well as in joint oil exploration in the contentious South China 
Sea that has riled Beijing no end in recent times. During talks between Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh and visiting Vietnam Communist Party general secretary 
Nguyen Phu Trong, it was decided that India will also transfer four naval offshore 
patrol vessels to the East Asian country under a $100 million credit line. 

The ongoing training to Vietnamese sailors in "comprehensive underwater combat 
operations" at Indian Navy's submarine school INS Satavahana in Visakhapatnam, 
equipped with advanced training aids and simulators, is a major bilateral initiative in 
the emerging strategic partnership. "Defence minister AK Antony has promised all 
help to Vietnam for capacity-building of its armed forces. There are already a couple 
of hundred Vietnamese officers and sailors, along with interpreters, at Vizag. Over 
500 Vietnamese sailors will be trained in batches by the Indian Navy," said a senior 
MoD official. China's aggressive behavior in the South China Sea, impinging on the 
territorial claims of countries like Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2013/11/mil-131122-afps01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e967%2ebu0ao017zf%2evur
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/china/2013/china-131122-pdo01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e967%2ebu0ao017zf%2evuw
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Singapore, has evoked concern in the region. Vietnam has taken to strengthening its 
military capabilities, which includes induction of six Kilo-class Russian submarines. 

Indian Navy's long experience in operating Russian Kilo-class submarines, having 
inducted 10 of them since the mid-1980s, will help Vietnam in learning how to handle 
their new underwater vessels. In the past, India has supplied spares for the Russian-
origin Petya class warships and OSA-II class missile boats of the Vietnamese Navy, 
apart from continuing to train its military personnel in information technology and 
English language skills. "India will continue to assist Vietnam in modernisation and 
training of its defence and security forces, including through the $100 million line of 
credit for defence purchases," said PM Manmohan Singh. With Indian warships too 
being "confronted" by the Chinese Navy in the South China Sea, India has made it 
clear that all must respect the "freedom of navigation in international waters" and the 
"right of passage" in accordance with accepted principles of international law. 

Source: The Times of India, 22 November 

China Establishes 'Air-Defence Zone' Over East China Sea 

China has outlined an "air-defence 
identification zone" over an area of the 
East China Sea, covering islands that are 
also claimed by Japan. China's defence 
ministry said aircraft entering the zone 
must obey its rules or face "emergency 
defensive measures". The islands, known 
as Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, 
are a source of rising tension between the 

countries. Japan lodged a strong protest over what it said was an "escalation". 
"Setting up such airspace unilaterally escalates the situations surrounding Senkaku 
islands and has danger of leading to an unexpected situation," Japan's foreign 
ministry said in a statement. Taiwan, which also claims the Diaoyu/Senkaku islands, 
expressed regret at the move and promised that the military would take measure to 
protect national security. 

'No specific target' 

In its statement, the Chinese defence ministry said aircraft must report a flight plan, 
"maintain two-way radio communications", and "respond in a timely and accurate 
manner" to identification inquiries. "China's armed forces will adopt defensive 
emergency measures to respond to aircraft that do not co-operate in the 
identification or refuse to follow the instructions," said the statement. It said the zone 
came into effect from 10:00 local time (02:00GMT) on November 23, 2013. State 
news agency Xinhua showed a map on its website covering a wide area of the East 
China Sea, including regions very close to South Korea and Japan. Responding to 
questions about the zone on an official state website, a defence ministry spokesman, 
Yang Yujun, said China set up the area "with the aim of safeguarding state 
sovereignty, territorial land and air security, and maintaining flight order". 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-11-22/india/44363694_1_south-china-sea-indian-navy-submarines
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"It is not directed against any 
specific country or target," he said, 
adding that China "has always 
respected the freedom of over-flight 
in accordance with international 
law". "Normal flights by international 
airliners in the East China Sea air-
defence identification zone will not 
be affected in any way." The islands 
have been a source of tension 
between China and Japan for 
decades. In 2012, the Japanese 
government bought three of the 
islands from their Japanese owner, 
sparking mass protests in Chinese 
cities. Since then, Chinese ships have repeatedly sailed in and out of what Japan 
says are its territorial waters. 

In September this year, Japan said it would shoot down unmanned aircraft in 
Japanese airspace after an unmanned Chinese drone flew close to the disputed 
islands. China said that any attempt by Japan to shoot down Chinese aircraft would 
constitute "an act of war". Last month Japan's defence minister, Itsunori Onodera, 
said China's behaviour over the disputed East China Sea islands was jeopardising 
peace. BBC World Service East Asia editor Charles Scanlon says the confrontation 
over the small chain of uninhabited islands is made more intractable by conflicting 
claims for potentially rich energy resources on the sea bed. But the issue has now 
become a nationalist touchstone in both countries, making it hard for either side to 
be seen to back down, he says. 

Source: BBC, 23 November 

Statement by Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel on the East China Sea Air 
Defense Identification Zone 

The United States is deeply concerned by the People's Republic of China 
announced that it is establishing an air defense identification zone in the East China 
Sea. We view this development as a destabilising attempt to alter the status quo in 
the region. This unilateral action increases the risk of misunderstanding and 
miscalculations.  

This announcement by the People's Republic of China will not in any way change 
how the United States conducts military operations in the region. The United States 
is conveying these concerns to China through diplomatic and military channels, and 
we are in close consultation with our allies and partners in the region, including 
Japan. We remain steadfast in our commitments to our allies and partners. The 
United States reaffirms its longstanding policy that Article V of the US-Japan Mutual 
Defense Treaty applies to the Senkaku Islands. 

Source: US Department of Defence, 23 November 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-25062525
http://www.defense.gov/releases/release.aspx?releaseid=16392
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N-Capable 'Dhanush' Successfully Test-Fired 

Indian Navy created another 
milestone in its on-going strategic 
programme with the successful 
flight testing of nuke-capable 
surface-to surface ballistic missile 
'Dhanush' from a naval warship 
off the Odisha coast. The trial 
termed as 'training exercise' was 
conducted from an undisclosed 
location in the Bay of Bengal in 
between Paradeep and Gopalpur.  

The test was carried out by the 
Navy personnel while the DRDO provided all logistic supports to track its flight path. 
Defence sources said the ship-launched Dhanush missile was test fired during its 
final operational configuration from a warship anchored somewhere about 45 km 
offshore Puri. Another warship provided all essential supports for the test.  

It was the 10th test of the anti-ship missile. Speaking to 'The New Indian Express' 
Director of Integrated Test Range (ITR) MVKV Prasad said the mission was 
fantastic. "It was a user trial and has met all the mission objectives. All the events 
occurred as expected and were monitored by the range sensors. It test was 100 
percent successful," he said. 

'Dhanush', the indigenously developed naval version of the 'Prithvi' ballistic missile 
has a striking range upto 350 km and can carry single warhead, conventional or 
nuclear up to 500 kg. The entire flight path of the missile was smooth in accordance 
with pre-decided coordinates.  

The mission parameters like elevation, trajectory, azimuth, flight path and stage 
separation were rightly validated. Developed by the DRDO under its ambitious 
Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP), the missile is about 
8.53 metres in length and 0.9 metre in diameter besides its launch weight about 4.4 
tonnes.  

This single stage missile uses liquid propellant and can be used as an anti-ship 
weapon as well as for destroying land targets depending on the range. The missile 
maintained its intended trajectory before plunging down the sea. The test launch was 
tracked from its take-off to impact point through an integrated network of 
sophisticated radars and electro-optic instruments for data analysis.  

The entire mission sequencing events occurred as expected. Dhanush is under 
production after its successful completion of developmental trials and it has already 
been inducted into the Armed Forces. The ministry of defence had made elaborate 
preparations for the test. A cautionary notice was issued to aviators and mariners to 
keep away from the area of splashdown in the sea. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 November 

http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/N-capable-Dhanush-successfully-test-fired/2013/11/23/article1906868.ece
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Indian Navy Poised for Major Upgrade: Admiral DK Joshi 

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral DK Joshi has said 
that the Indian Navy is poised for a major upgrade 
with the induction of cutting-edge technology to 
enhance the maritime security environment of the 
country. He was interacting with presspersons after 
reviewing a passing-out parade of cadets at the 
Indian Naval Academy (INA). Admiral Joshi said the 
country would have three aircraft carriers by 2017 
as the current aircraft carrier INS Virat would be 
decommissioned by then. The sea trials of the 
indigenous ship submersible ballistic nuclear 
submarine under construction would begin soon. 
The second phase of the first indigenous aircraft 

carrier INS Vikrant would be commissioned by 2017. “As all these newer cutting-
edge technologies are coming from the Navy, our crew members are preparing for 
them and are getting training,” Admiral Joshi said. The cadets who passed out from 
the INA would be the ones to man and operate the technologies of the future, he 
said. “There are not many countries in the world who construct their own aircraft 
carriers or nuclear-propelled submarines,” he said. 

On the submarine capability of the Navy, the Chief of the Naval Staff said that there 
had been some delay in the construction of the Scorpion class submarines being 
built with foreign collaboration at the Mazdock in Mumbai. The construction was now 
in full swing and the French company DCNS building them had been told that they 
should compress time frames so that the final boat came somewhere around the 
time set in the contract. The submarines would enter service around 2016, he said. 
On the country’s maritime security, Admiral Joshi said the Navy was coordinating the 
efforts of the Coast Guard that was leading the security measures with the State 
administrations concerned. Inter-agency coordination had improved with the setting 
up of the coastal radar chains. 

Source: The Hindu, 24 November 

Indian Navy Chief Attends Sri Lanka Maritime Security Forum 

Chief of Naval Staff of the Indian Navy, Admiral Devendra Kumar 
Joshi attended Sri Lanka's maritime security conference "Galle 
Dialogue 2013", Sri Lanka Navy announced. "Galle Dialogue 2013", 
the fourth annual maritime security conference organised by the Sri 
Lanka Navy under the aegis of the Ministry of Defence, and Urban 

Development held on 25th and 26th November at the Light House Hotel in the 
historic southern port city of Galle. "His graceful participation in the international 
maritime security conference organised by the Sri Lanka Navy under the aegis of the 
Ministry of Defence is symbolic of the goodwill between the two friendly Navies and 
the highest regard accorded to the Sri Lanka's initiative in fostering strategic 
maritime cooperation in the Indian Ocean," the Navy said in a statement. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/indian-navy-poised-for-major-upgrade-dk-joshi/article5385030.ece
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The two-day conference under the theme “Emerging Maritime Trends in the Indian 
Ocean” brings together local and foreign scholars and experts in maritime and naval 
affairs representing 35 countries to share their views. The Indian Navy Chief 
presented a paper on "Emerging Maritime Interests in Asia Pacific: An Indian 
Perspective" at the Galle Dialogue's first session on 25th. Admiral Joshi, who took 
over as the 21st Chief of Naval Staff of the Indian Navy with effect from 31st August 
2012, is a specialist in Anti-Submarine Warfare. 

Source: Colombo Page, 24 November 

Airlines 'Must Warn China' of Flight Plans over Disputed Islands 

Airlines will have to warn China of their 
flight plans before entering airspace in the 
East China Sea, aviation officials have 
said, after it declared the creation of an 
"air defence zone" over islands that are 
also claimed by Japan. Beijing announced 
co-ordinates for the zone, along with rules 
ordering all aircraft to notify Chinese 
authorities as they entered – warning that 
it would take "defensive emergency 

measures" if necessary. That sparked an angry response from Tokyo, which has 
administrative control of the uninhabited outcrops, and strong words from 
Washington. China and Japan have been locked in a row over the rocky islets known 
as the Senkaku by the Japanese or the Diaoyu by the Chinese for years. They are 
surrounded by fisheries and other natural resources. A transport ministry official in 
Seoul told Reuters that South Korean planes flying in the zone would notify China's 
civil aviation authorities of their flight plans, as would Taiwanese carriers, according 
to officials in Taipei – which also claims the islands. A Japanese official said 
companies there would probably need to inform China. The zone covers an area 
roughly two-thirds the size of the UK. 

The Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, described the measure in parliament as 
unenforceable and dangerous. "It's a unilateral step, changing the status quo in the 
East China Sea … It escalates the situation and could lead to an unexpected 
occurrence of accidents in the airspace," he said. The US secretaries of state and 
defence both issued statements expressing deep concern about the new zone, with 
John Kerry warning: "Escalatory action will only increase tensions in the region and 
create risks of an incident." China hit back, with its state news agency Xinhua 
reporting that the foreign ministry had summoned Japan's ambassador to complain 
about "unreasonable accusations". A ministry spokesman earlier said it had lodged 
representations with the US ambassador. 

"We reiterate that the purpose of China's approach is to defend national sovereignty 
and territorial airspace security, maintain the order of airspace flight, and is an 
effective exercise of our right of self defence," defence ministry spokesman Yang 
Yujun said in a statement. He urged the US to "not take sides, not make 
inappropriate remarks and not give the wrong signal to Japan and encourage [its] 
risky behaviour". Tensions over the islets escalated last year when Japan bought 

http://www.colombopage.com/archive_13B/Nov24_1385281114CH.php
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three of them from a private landowner, saying it was trying to prevent nationalists 
from purchasing them. China accused it of changing the status quo and there were 
widespread anti-Japanese protests. Behind the dispute lies broader concern in the 
region about China's growing power and assertiveness, particularly on maritime 
issues. On the Japanese side, Abe has a hawkish reputation and has sought to beef 
up defence capabilities since taking office almost a year ago. "Xi Jinping is 
developing foreign policy with a great power mindset and people need to get their 
heads around that," said Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt, Asia-Pacific director at the US 
Institute of Peace. 

"They don't foresee any real negative consequences [from the zone]. They certainly 
didn't predict the level of pushback [from the US] – but they don't feel they need 
bother to budge. Since Japan does not admit the dispute they are under no pressure 
to have direct talks with Japan." But she added: "I think there are a lot of people in 
China who think they can control escalation. I don't think that's the case necessarily. 
"An unexpected aerial encounter certainly carries greater risk of a clash than 
anything maritime. The risks are far greater when there are reduced decision-making 
times and the like." 

Earlier this year, Japan scrambled jets after Chinese planes and an unidentified 
drone flew near the disputed islands. Western diplomats have said they are 
concerned that China has underestimated both Japan's maritime capabilities and US 
commitment to supporting Japan. The area designated by China overlaps with 
similar zones established years ago by Japan and South Korea. In its 
announcement, China's defence ministry said it would set up other such zones when 
preparations were finalised. Beijing also claims much of the South China Sea, 
important for its shipping routes and rich energy resources, where a multi-party 
sovereignty dispute involves the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan. 

Source: The Guardian, 25 November 

China's Aircraft Carrier Leaves for Sea Trials 

China's first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, left its homeport of Qingdao in east China's 
Shandong Province for the South China Sea on a scientific and training mission. 
This is the first time the carrier has conducted a cross-sea training voyage since it 
was commissioned into the People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy last year, 
according to the Liaoning's Captain Zhang Zheng. The aircraft carrier was escorted 
by two missile destroyers, the Shenyang and Shijiazhuang, and two missile frigates, 
the Yantai and Weifang. The voyage will test the carrier's equipment, Zhang said. 
Long cross-sea voyages are a necessary stage of experimentation and training to 
test equipment and troops under continuous work and different hydrological and 
meteorological conditions. The Liaoning and its crew conducted a series of tests and 
training drills, including landing and takeoff by various aircraft, including the J-15 
carrier-borne fighter. The upcoming South China Sea trial is a normal arrangement in 
the carrier's scheduled training, according to the PLA Navy. The Liaoning is China's 
only aircraft carrier in operation. It was refitted based on an unfinished Russian-
made carrier and delivered to the navy on Sept. 25, 2012. 

Source: Global Security, 26 November 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/nov/25/china-air-defence-zone-japan-islands-diaoyu-senkaku
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/china/2013/china-131126-pdo01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e970%2ebu0ao017zf%2evxx
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India's Coastal Security Better Post 26/11 but Chinks Remain 

India has made significant progress to improve coastal security after the 26/11 terror 
attack in which 10 Pakistani terrorists came undetected by sea to unleash mayhem 
in Mumbai, leaving 166 dead. But more efforts are needed to reduce the country's 
vulnerability to a sea-borne terror strike, say the experts. The 2008 terror attack, 
which exposed chinks in coastal security, impelled the government to expedite 
measures to improve both physical and electronic surveillance along the country's 
7,516-km-long coastline. There are nine states and four union territories along the 
coastline. The government moved on several fronts and set up joint operation 
centres. Vulnerable spots and gaps along the coast were identified and proposals 
finalised to improve surveillance. Moves were also expedited for comprehensive 
registration of fishing boats, providing multipurpose national identity cards (MNICs) 
to the population in coastal villages and biometric cards to fishermen. 

The government also decided to set up National Command, Control, Communication 
and Intelligence Network (NC3I) for real-time maritime domain awareness, linking 
operations rooms of the Navy and Coast Guard. Cmde (retd.) Ranjit Rai said the 
level of coastal security has risen to "a very high level" post 26/11. "The chances of 
another 26/11 like attack on a major port are remote, but the quality of our actionable 
intelligence for Navy and Coast Guard is essential. The Navy has systems to react, 
and will have to rise to the occasion too," Rai told IANS. Rai said 46 radar stations 
along the coast on lighthouses and promontories were planned under the first phase 
of the coastal surveillance network and at least 30 have been made operational. 
"These are equipped with state-of-the-art Danish Terma radars, Swedish automatic 
identification system (AIS), Canadian cameras and Israeli thermal imaging 
technology to track ships near the Indian coast day and night," he said. 

He said the Navy has set up a Sagar Prahari force of 1,000 sailors to patrol territorial 
waters up to 12 nautical miles. "Additional marine police stations have been propped 
up with four Joint Operational Centres (JOCs) at command headquarters of the Navy 
and over 100 Interceptor boats have joined the Navy and Coast Guard for patrols," 
he said. Rai said proposals to beef up coastline security were expedited after the 
26/11 attack. The 10 heavily armed Pakistani terrorists had landed in Mumbai's 
Badhwar Park in Colaba from the sea Nov 26, 2008, and laid siege to several key 
locations, including Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, Taj Mahal Hotel, Chabad House 
and Leopold Cafe. The terror assault ended three days later when security forces 
killed nine of the gunmen. One of the attackers, Ajmal Kasab, was captured alive. He 
was hanged a year ago after a trial. 

Indian Navy spokesperson Captain PVS Satish said the country's coastal and 
maritime security has seen a lot of consolidation over the last five years. "We have 
achieved a high level of coordination between the multiple agencies involved. The 
electronic means of surveillance that are critical to achieving coastal security are 
largely in place," Satish told IANS. "Maritime and coastal security is given the highest 
priority and closely monitored by the apex body, NCSMCS (National Committee on 
Strengthening Maritime and Coastal Security). We have come a long way from 
26/11," he said. The home ministry is also implementing a coastal security scheme in 
phases but its officials said states have to do much more to upgrade coastal police 
infrastructure. Former home secretary GK Pillai said there was reluctance among 
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personnel from state police to take up marine police tasks. He said fishermen were 
like the "eyes and ears" of the security apparatus and young personnel from their 
community could be encouraged to join the marine police. 

Ajai Sahni, executive director of the Institute for Conflict Management, said there 
was "much rhetorical focus" on strengthening coastal security after 2/11. "Fitful 
efforts notwithstanding, we remain as vulnerable to terrorist attacks along our 
coastline as we were in 2008," he said. He said the core of any effective system of 
coastal defence capacity was to detect illegal movement of ships and boats. "Unless 
there is a GPS tagging system to identify those whose presence is legitimate, it is 
impossible to identify the interloper," he said. Vice Admiral (retd.) Sanjeev Bhasin 
said the government had identified shortcomings and deficiencies post-26/11. "A 
great deal of effort has been made to prevent ingress in future," said Bhasin, who 
was flag officer commanding-in-chief Western Naval Command. Comparing coastal 
security to that along the line of control, he said it was nearly impossible to make it 
fool-proof. "Alongside other measures there is need of good intelligence," he said. 
Rear Admiral (retd.) K. Raja Menon said a huge amount of money had been spent to 
improve coastal security, but there is also a need to augment offensive capacities. "It 
(improvements in coastal security) is as effective as human effort can be," he said. 

Source: Two Circles, 26 November 

Sri Lanka Provides Maritime Security to Vessels in Indian Ocean 

The Sri Lankan government has started to provide onboard maritime security to 
vessels in the Indian Ocean and training to Sea Marshals to prevent piracy. The 
Government has created a Maritime Division in a fully state-owned security company 
to provide weapons and ammunition to private maritime security companies engaged 
in on board security duties, Defense Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa said. 
Delivering the Keynote address at the fourth annual maritime security conference 
"Galle Dialogue 2013" in Galle, the Defence Secretary enlightened the participants at 
the two-day conference on the security services Sri Lanka provides to combat the 
piracy in the region. One of the key considerations is maintaining the Indian Ocean 
as a secure highway for international commerce, the Defense Secretary noted. 
Ensuring freedom of navigation, securing its choke points, and reducing piracy are 
important drivers behind the presence of extra-regional fleets in the Indian Ocean, he 
emphasised. 

He said Sri Lanka, through a Public Private Partnership with a local private security 
company, has started to provide vessels with on board teams composed of former 
Navy personnel with considerable experience in combating attacks on sea. Sri Lanka 
is also a major disembarkation point for security teams from other countries. The Sri 
Lankan government provides logistical support for the movement of weapons and 
ammunition, including the provision of bonded warehouses for their storage. More 
recently, Sri Lanka has begun operating strictly regulated and secure floating 
armories to fulfill this requirement, according to the Defense Secretary. Utmost 
precautions are taken to ensure complete accountability for the weapons and 
equipment provided, he assured. In addition, Sri Lanka has recently begun providing 
training facilities for Sea Marshals. 

http://twocircles.net/2013nov25/indias_coastal_security_better_post_2611_chinks_remain.html
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Rajapaksa said this is especially important because the International Maritime 
Organisation requires all Sea Marshals to be properly trained and certified. He 
highlighted that with the provision of all these services, Sri Lanka is increasingly 
gaining recognition as an important contributor to the security of the Sea Lanes of 
Communication in the Indian Ocean. The Sri Lankan government expects the 
demand for the maritime security services to continue until such time the counter-
piracy action by international fleets and continued use of on-board private security 
combine deter piracy in this region. 

Source: Colombo Page, 26 November 

Indian Navy to Take Control of Andaman & Nicobar Command 

After considering the race between 
neighbouring China and the US for the 
Indian Ocean region, the Indian government 
has decided to allow the Navy to take 
control of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command (ANC). New Delhi had set up the 
ANC 13 years back, considering Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands as the South Asian 
country’s strategic outpost in the Bay of 
Bengal. The Indian government made the 
move after receiving the Kargil Committee 

report. According to the report, the ANC could help India easily monitor the region. At 
that time, the Army, Air Force and Navy were asked to ensure that all three services 
gear up to operate from the region. For the last 13 years, the three services have 
enjoyed the command on rotational basis. 

However, the current competition between Beijing and Washington for the Indian 
Ocean region has forced the Indian government to change its policy regarding the 
ANC. During a recent meeting with top Defence Ministry officials, the senior Army, 
Air Force and Navy officers said that the ANC required a proper infrastructure. 
Otherwise, according to them, it would be difficult for the Indian forces to ensure 
national security. Navy officers were of the opinion that the development of ANC was 
not satisfactory mainly because the government’s lack of focus. Commenting on the 
issue, a senior Navy officer said: “Some key infrastructure needs to come up 
immediately if the Navy is expected to operate with ease on the Eastern and 
Western board of Malacca Strait. Unfortunately, these have not been addressed. 
The fact that the command has been rotated among the three services has added to 
this delay.” According to him, although the Navy had operationalised the “INS Baaz” 
airbase at Campbell Bay in 2012, the position of the airbase did not allow the Indian 
forces to monitor the Malacca Strait well. The official stressed that the Campbell Bay 
is situated at the very northern tip of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and from 
there, it is impossible to keep an eye on any movements in the crucial Sea Lane of 
Communication that connects China to the rest of the world. 

During the meeting, the Navy also informed the Defence Ministry that the naval 
forces badly required bigger fuel, ordnance and storage dumps at the ANC. After 
considering all these aspects, the ministry has agreed to hand over the controls of 

http://www.colombopage.com/archive_13B/Nov26_1385450098CH.php


Page 35 of 47 

the ANC to the Navy. According to sources close to the Defence Ministry, the 
ministry will soon officially ask the Cabinet Committee on Security to make the move. 
Sources also revealed that the ministry might also accept the demand for the hand 
over of the Special Force Command to the Army and the Aerospace Command to 
the Air Force. However, the Cyber Command will be controlled by the three services 
on rotational basis. Meanwhile, defence experts have predicted that the Defence 
Ministry’s proposed move will certainly heat up the race for the Indian Ocean region, 
with India, China and the US trying to dominate the area. 

Source: Inserbia, 26 November 

New Carrier Steaming to India without Air Defense System 

After a five-year delay in acquiring a Russian aircraft 
carrier, the Indian Navy will have to wait further before the 
vessel is equipped with its proposed air defense system. 
The Indo-Israeli joint project for the Long Range Surface to 
Air Missile (LRSAM) system for the carrier has been hit by 
technical snags, meaning the Admiral Gorshkov, now 
renamed Vikramaditya, which was formally received by 
Defence Minister AK Antony Nov. 15, will arrive in India 
without an air defense system. The system is based on the 
Israeli Barak missile. An Indian Navy official admitted the 
carrier initially will have no air defense system. The carrier, 
however, will have an advanced electronic warfare jamming 
system and will be protected as part of a carrier group, the 
official added. It also will be equipped with an AK-630 rapid-

fire gun system to destroy incoming missiles and aircraft. 

“The main weaponry of the ship would be the ship-based aircraft, i.e. aircraft and 
helicopters with their integral weapons,” an Indian Navy spokesman, PV Satish, told 
Defence News. However, a Navy source said the weaponisation would include the 
fitting of a variety of guns, primarily of 20mm and 30mm. The LRSAM, which is being 
jointly developed by India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation and 
Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), is facing technical snags, an Indian Navy 
spokesman said, but gave no details. The joint development program was conceived 
in 2007, and LRSAM was to be ready for the Vikramaditya in 2014. The LRSAM will 
have multifunctional acquisition radar, one 3D S-band guidance radar, one 
command-and-control system and four launchers, each carrying eight missiles. IAI 
can independently install an air defense system, but there have been disputes 
regarding technology transfer. The Indian Defence Ministry said it has expressed its 
concern to Israel about the delay. IAI executives here declined to comment. 

Source: Defence News, 26 November 

Ghana, Ivory Coast Aim to Settle Maritime Boundary Peacefully 

West African neighbors Ghana and Ivory Coast aim to settle a long dispute over their 
maritime boundary, the Ivorian government said, which could defuse sometimes 
tense relations and smooth the way for oil and gas exploration. The countries have 

http://inserbia.info/news/2013/11/indian-navy-to-take-control-of-andaman-nicobar-command/
http://www.defensenews.com/article/20131126/DEFREG03/311260020/New-Carrier-Steaming-India-Without-Air-Defense-System
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never officially delimited that boundary, and their maps showing offshore waters 
currently overlap. So far only Ghana has awarded acreage in the disputed area. Oil 
exploration in Africa's Gulf of Guinea has accelerated since Ghana discovered its 
giant Jubilee oil and gas field in 2007 and brought it online in record time in late 
2010. The field is estimated to hold around 2 billion barrels of oil reserves and 
another 1.2 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. Ivory Coast, meanwhile, drilled only a 
handful of offshore exploration wells during a decade-long political crisis that ended 
in 2011. 

It now seeks to expand its oil and gas industry and asserts that some offshore areas 
claimed by Ghana lie within its territorial waters. "The two heads of state ... have 
formally decided that the resolution of this dispute should be peaceful. The decision 
taken will be a consensual decision," Ivory Coast government spokesman Bruno 
Kone said. "Ivory Coast has set up a commission to work on the subject ... So in 
June 2014, our two countries, Ghana and Ivory Coast, will be able to find a definitive 
solution to this dispute," he said, speaking after a cabinet meeting. With the return of 
political stability, the economy of Ivory Coast, the world's top cocoa producer, grew 
9.8 percent last year. But the government aims to diversify, given that cocoa 
accounts for 40 percent of exports. Its potentially lucrative and largely undeveloped 
offshore blocks, meanwhile, have generated renewed interest as well. France's Total 
announced in April it had discovered oil in the western part of CI-100, a block it 
acquired in 2010 that is adjacent to the disputed area with Ghana. Total, along with 
partners Anadarko and Canada's CNR, plans to spend up to $300 million to drill 
exploration wells on three offshore blocks in waters off the western town of 
Sassandra. 

Source: Chicago Tribune, 26 November 

US Military Aircraft Challenge China Air Defense Zone 

The US military has flown two unarmed B-52 
bombers through airspace over disputed islands in 
the East China Sea, defying an attempt by China to 
wrest control of the territory from Japan. The 
Pentagon said the flights did not trigger a response 
from Beijing, which earlier declared the airspace part 
of a new air defense zone. China warned all aircraft 
to identify themselves before entering the area and 
to obey all orders from Beijing. China published 
coordinates for the so-called East China Sea Air 

Identification Zone and warned it would take emergency defense measures to 
enforce its claim. The White House urged Beijing to settle its maritime dispute with 
Tokyo, without “threats or inflammatory language.” The flights over the uninhabited 
islands – known as Senkaku in Japan and Daioyu in China – come one week before 
US Vice President Joe Biden is scheduled to visit Beijing as part of a week-long trip 
to the Asia-Pacific region. 

Biden is expected to voice US concerns to Chinese officials about the increasingly 
tense situation, which comes as Beijing seeks to lay claim to large swaths of the 
East and South China seas. Japan annexed the islets in the late 19th century, while 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-ivorycoast-ghana-border-20131126,0,4633612.story
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China claimed sovereignty over the archipelago in 1971. Beijing linked its claims to 
ancient maps it says shows the territory has been Chinese for centuries. The 
festering China-Japan dispute is one of several maritime controversies pitting China 
against Southeast Asian nations, including the Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei and 
Malaysia. Beijing has indicated a willingness to negotiate the disputes, but has so far 
rejected calls for multilateral talks. It has sought separate talks with each country. 
Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera said that Tokyo is working closely with 
Washington and will take all necessary steps to protect what it insists is Japanese 
territory. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 27 November 

India to Acquire 15 US-2I Aircraft from Japan after Defence Minister’s Visit 

India’s plan to acquire at least 15 US-2I amphibious aircraft for its Navy from Japan 
is expected to fructify when the defence minister of Japan arrives in India next 
month. Speaking to FE, a senior officer said, “Soon after the Emperor of Japan’s visit 
is over, Itsunori Onodera, the defence minister of Japan, will visit India to explore the 
potential for cooperation between the defence and aviation industries between the 
two countries, as well as to figure out the mechanism and modalities for the 
acquisition of the aircraft by the Indian Navy.” Also, Onodera will also be seeking 
confirmation from India on cooperation in dealing with the issue of piracy in the 
Indian Ocean. 

India has reportedly clarified that it is reviewing the Special Chemicals, Organisms, 
Materials, Equipment and Technologies (SCOMET), thereby placing the Shinmaywa 
US-2i as a dual civilian-and-military item. India has accepted the high cost of the 
aircraft to build up the strategic partnership. The two sides had set up a joint working 
group to decide the terms of the cooperation of the US-2i amphibious aircraft when 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh had visited Tokyo in May this year, and could 
possibly include joint production, operation and training on the US-2i amphibious 
aircraft. The Indian Navy earlier issued a request for information (RFI) for the aircraft. 
Canada’s Bombardier, Japan’s ShinMaywa and Russia’s Beriev had offered their 
aircraft to meet the requirements. 

Source: The Financial Express, 27 November 

Indian Naval Ship in Colombo 

A Naval Ship of Indian Navy arrived at the Port 
of Colombo this morning on a goodwill visit, the 
navy said. INS Shivalik is a frigate, which is 143 
meters in length. It has a displacement of 5300 
tons and consists of a complement of 400 naval 
personnel that include 50 officers and 350 
sailors. They were cordially welcomed by 
Commander Western Naval Area Rear Admiral 
Sirimevan Ranasinghe, under the guidance of 

Commander of the Navy, Vice Admiral Jayanath Colombage. Commanding officer of 
INS Shivalik, Captain Satish Uniyal paid a courtesy call on Director Naval Operation, 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/27112013-us-military-aircraft-challenge-china-air-defense-zone/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/india-to-acquire-15-us2i-aircraft-from-japan-after-defence-minister-s-visit/1199911
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Commodore Niraja Attygalle at the Naval 
Headquarters in Colombo. They held discussions 
on a range of topics which were of mutual interest 
and bilateral importance for both navies and 
exchanged mementos as a gesture of goodwill. 
The visiting Indian ship will stay in Sri Lanka till 
29th November 2013 and the crew members are 
scheduled to take part in a special programme 
arranged by the Sri Lanka Navy during their stay 
in Sri Lanka enhancing the friendly relations between two navies, the navy 
headquarters said. 

Source: Daily Mirror, 27 November 

Boeing Delivers Third P-8I to India 

The third Boeing P-8I long-range maritime 
reconnaissance and anti-submarine warfare 
aircraft for the Indian Navy recently arrived in 
India, on schedule. The aircraft departed Boeing 
Field in Seattle for Naval Station Rajali, where it 
joined two P-8Is currently undergoing flight trials 
and testing. The first P-8I arrived in India in May. 
The P-8I is one of eight aircraft Boeing is building 

for the Indian Navy as part of a contract awarded in 2009. Based on the company’s 
Next-Generation 737 commercial airplane, the P-8I is the Indian Navy variant of the 
P-8A Poseidon that Boeing has developed for the US Navy. The P-8I incorporates 
not only India-unique design features, but also India-built subsystems that are 
tailored to the country’s maritime patrol requirements. 

Source: Australian Defence, 27 November 

China Issues Subdued Response to US Overflights in East China Sea 

China appears to have stepped back 
from threatening military action to 
enforce a newly-declared air defense 
zone over Pacific islets that are also 
claimed by Japan. Just days after 
warning that overflights would trigger 
“emergency military measures,” Beijing 
raised no objection to overflights by 
two US B-52 bombers and a Japanese 
commercial airliner. Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Qin Gang told 
reporters Beijing has “enough 
determination and capabilities” to 
defend its claim to the disputed territory, but also said that Beijing’s response to 
future overflights will depend “on the different circumstances and the threat levels 
that we face.” The unarmed B-52s flew through the zone, two days after the Chinese 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/news/39438-indian-naval-ship-in-colombo.html
http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/boeing-delivers-third-p-8i-to-india
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Defense Ministry warned that all aircraft must identify themselves and obey all orders 
from Beijing. The edict triggered a strong protest by Tokyo and challenges from the 
United States, where Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said there are no US plans to 
change operational procedures in the region. 

In Washington, Hagel reaffirmed that the US-Japan defense treaty applies to the 
uninhabited islands, known as Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China. The 
outcroppings were annexed by Japan in the late 19th century, and claimed by China 
in 1971. Beijing has linked its claim to ancient maps it says show the territory has 
been Chinese for centuries. A Pentagon spokesman said Hagel spoke with his 
Japanese counterpart, Itsunori Onodera, and that the US defense chief “commended 
the Japanese government for exercising appropriate restraint in the wake of [China's] 
announcement.” Senior Obama administration officials say US Vice President Joe 
Biden will discuss the issue with officials in China as part of his upcoming three-
nation tour of the region, which will include a stop in Japan. The festering dispute is 
one of several maritime controversies pitting China against Southeast Asian nations, 
including the Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia. Beijing has indicated a 
willingness to negotiate the disputes, but has so far rejected calls for multilateral 
talks. It has instead sought separate talks with each country. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 28 November 

Maritime ‘Black Hole’: Russia Launches New ‘Stealth’ Submarine 

Russia has launched its new state-of-the-
art Novorossiysk submarine, which set 
sail from a St Petersburg shipyard to 
become the first of six diesel-electric 
stealth subs delivered to the Russian 
Black Sea fleet in the next two years. The 
Novorossiysk belongs to the 
Varshavyanka-class (Project 636), which 
is characterised by advanced stealth 
technology, making it virtually 
undetectable when submerged. “Our 

potential opponents call it the ‘Black Hole’ due to the very low noise emission and 
visibility of the submarine,” Konstantin Tabachny, captain of the Novorossiysk, told 
Channel One TV. “To be undetectable is the main quality for a submarine. And this 
whole project really fits its purpose.” The construction of the Novorossiysk at St 
Petersburg’s Admiralty Shipyards took over three years, beginning in August 2010. 
Construction was also started on two other Varshavyanka-class vessels – the 
Rostov-on-Don sub in November 2011 and the Stary Oskol in August 2012. 

Project-636 submarines are mainly intended for anti-shipping and anti-submarine 
missions in relatively shallow waters. Armed with 18 torpedoes and eight surface-to-
air missiles, they have an extended combat range and can strike land, surface and 
underwater targets. The Novorossiysk and other subs of its class can reach a speed 
of 20 knots (37 kilometers per hour). With a cruising range of 400 miles on electric 
propulsion and max submission of 300 meters, the vessels have the ability to patrol 
for up to 45 days with a crew of 52 people onboard. The Varshavyanka-class subs 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/28112013-china-issues-subdued-response-us-overflights-east-china-sea/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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will be tasked with patrolling Russia’s maritime borders and protecting Black Sea 
coastal territories. The Novorossiysk will be deployed in its namesake port of 
Novorossiysk, on the Black Sea. The sub will make the two-month journey to its 
home port under its own power, said Rear Admiral Victor Bursuk, the deputy 
commander of the Russian Navy. 

Source: RT, 28 November 

Coded Disapproval for China 

The New Zealand Government has sent a coded message of disapproval to China 
with a call from Defence Minister Jonathan Coleman for the parties to avoid 
''provocation'' after Beijing established an Air Defence Identification Zone (ADIZ) over 
disputed islands in the East China Sea. Tensions ratched up a notch after China 
imposed the ADIZ and the United States, South Korea and Japan challenged it with 
military flights. China responded by sending fighter jets and an early warning aircraft 
to the area. Under the ADIZ, China required aircraft to identify themselves and keep 
in communication.  

Australia's Foreign Minister Julie Bishop described the timing and manner of China's 
actions as "unhelpful in light of current regional tensions" and summoned the 
Chinese ambassador, sparking a sharp diplomatic exchange between Beijing and 
Canberra. Prime Minister John Key has refused to take sides in the underlying 
territorial dispute over the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands. Key said New Zealand was 
asking both China and Japan to work constructively to find a solution. ''We have 
discussed the matter both with the Japanese and with the Chinese and we have 
given them both the same message, as we have with others in the South China Sea 
where there are issues, which is this is a part of the region we care passionately 
about. ''We want to work our way through these issues in a constructive way and 
dialogue is the right way to resolve that,'' Key said. 

He said both sides thought they were right, but the way to resolve the issue was 
through the international court process or direct talks. Coleman held talks with 
China's Minister of National Defence, General Chang Wanquan said in a statement: 
"My meetings in Beijing also allowed for exchanges of views on China's Air Defence 
Identification Zone and on East China Sea issues." A spokesman said Coleman had 
reiterated New Zealand did not take sides on the territorial dispute and had called for 
a peaceful solution ''through dialogue and without provocation'' and in line with 
international law. Coleman said New Zealand's defence engagement with China was 
progressing alongside the development of broader political and economic links. 

Source: Stuff, 29 November 

Calls for Maritime Boundaries with East Timor 

The Australian government is being urged to agree 
on permanent maritime boundaries with East Timor. 
It comes amid renewed allegations by the East 
Timorese government that Australia spied on its 
ministers during negotiations on the Timor Sea 

http://rt.com/news/stealth-submarine-russia-novorossiysk-451/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/9459102/Coded-disapproval-for-China
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resources treaty in 2004. The Timor Sea Justice Campaign advocacy group says the 
agreement to equally split revenue from seabed gas developments came with a 
condition that East Timor would shelve its claim for permanent maritime boundaries 
for the next 50 years. East Timor is pursuing international arbitration to have the 
2006 treaty overturned, a process it launched last December after the Australian 
government failed to respond to earlier surveillance allegations. 

Source: SBS, 29 November 

 

Strengthen Security at Alang Ship-Breaking Yard: Panel 

Communication sets of vessels being scrapped at Asia's largest ship breaking yard 
at Alang in Gujarat need to be destroyed so as to prevent their misuse, an inter-
ministerial panel has recommended. It has also said that the overall security at the 
yard, which produces 3.5 million tonne of re-rollable steel per year and employs 
around 50,000 people, be beefed up and the area should have more policemen.  

"Keeping in view the number of ships arriving at the port for breaking and the size of 
the labour force/vendors, etc. visiting Alang ship breaking yard, it is necessary to 
strengthen the police station by posting additional policemen," the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on ship breaking has recommended. Headed by Vinod Kumar 
Thakral - Additional Secretary and Financial Adviser, Ministry of Steel - the IMC has 
also recommended that "communication sets of the scrapped ships are required to 
be destroyed to ensure that these sets are not misused and actually 
destroyed/disposed of".  

Besides, it said, the use of satellite phones (Thuraya and Iridum) on board ships 
bound to the port of Alang needs to be monitored closely. 

The directions were issued amid concerns that the ship- breaking yard has only one 
police station headed by a PSI and has only 10-12 policemen. As per a recent Steel 
Ministry document, the IMC Chairman also "desired that Directorate of Naval 
intelligence may write a letter to Home Department of the State Government for 
strengthening the police station". Alang is among the largest, well-established ship 
recycling yards in the world with 167 plots developed on 10 km long coast. It has 
breaking capacity of 4 million tonne per annum.  

The Gujarat Maritime Board regulates the ship breaking activities there. As many as 
1,514 ships were received for breaking up at the Alang yard between 2009-10 and 
2012-13, compared to less than 200 ships at Mumbai and Kerala yards. On the 
impact of hazardous material during ship breaking on workers, Steel Minister Beni 
Prasad Verma had said in Parliament in August that it is ensured that vessels being 
brought in are properly decontaminated. He said that in Alang ship breaking yard 
some waste material is incinerated, while other is landfilled. 

Source: The Economic Times, 17 November 
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Government Should Declare Coastal Shipping Policy: Study 

Forecasting a negative outlook for India's 
shipping industry in 2013-15, a study by 
Assocham and Yes Bank has asked the 
government to declare a coastal shipping policy 
in order to increase shipping around coastal area 
and enable hassle-free multimodal transport. The 
study has also suggested expanding Indian 
tonnage through necessary policy interventions 
to raise the country's share in global ship building 
to 5 per cent from the present level of 1 per cent. 

"Port congestion, exorbitant terminal charges, inadequate infrastructure and the 
inability of the Indian ports to meet rising demand in container traffic are some of the 
hurdles plaguing the country's shipping industry," the study found. 

Besides, the waning freight market, shrinking demand for ocean transportation of 
commodities, over-supply of new vessels, a volatile forex market and earnings 
squeeze are other problems faced by the Indian shipping industry, it said. The study 
has recommended measures like setting up of a freight exchange, promotion of 
inland waterways for cargo movement, multi-modal transport operations for door-to-
door delivery, introduction of a Shipbuilding Subsidy Scheme and grant of 
Infrastructure status to shipbuilding industry by the government. Capacity overhang 
brought about by the low levels of international trade and fleet additions are likely to 
keep freight rates muted across the primary segments of dry bulk, tankers and 
container carriers in 2013-15, the study found. 

However, container and tanker rates may exhibit greater stability in 2013-15 due to 
high capacity additions, stable US demand and upbeat manufacturing activity in 
emerging nations like China, according to the study. Faced with high fuel costs and 
muted revenues, operating margins of shipping companies globally will continue to 
be under pressure in 2013-15, the study pointed out. The government has set up a 
National Maritime Development Plan (NMDP) to improve facilities at India's 12 major 
ports envisaging expenditure of USD 12.4 billion. Moreover, USD 9.07 billion will be 
invested into 111 shipping sector projects by 2015 and the government is mulling a 
USD 2 billion package to help domestic shipping firms finance new vessel 
acquisitions as global lenders tighten their purse strings. 

Source: The Economic Times, 18 November 

Insurance Relief in Iran Nuclear Deal May Lift Oil Sales 

The easing of a ban on European insurance for shipments of Iranian oil may lift Iran's 
crude exports to big oil buyers in Asia, including India and China. The easing of EU 
shipping insurance sanctions was part of a deal between Iran and six world powers 
to curb Tehran's nuclear program in exchange for limited sanctions relief. Oil buyers 
in Asia, Turkey and South Africa have reduced imports of Iranian oil to avoid the 
threat of US sanctions, but also have had imports curtailed by the ban on UK-
dominated providers of shipping insurance. Iranian oil sales have fallen by more than 
half from 2011 levels to about 1 million barrels a day as a result of EU and US 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-11-18/news/44202198_1_shipping-industry-dry-bulk-infrastructure-status
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sanctions on oil trade, shipping insurance and banking. "The relief in EU sanctions 
on oil shipping insurance is a big deal and creates the conditions to make it easier 
for Iran to get at least up to the sanctioned levels," Olivier Jakob from Petromatrix 
energy consultancy said. 

"A lifting of the insurance ban could free up some of Iran's strained tanker fleet for 
increasing use in domestic floating crude oil storage," Goldman Sachs said in a note. 
India's refiners cut oil purchases further after European reinsurers added a clause 
that could mean claims arising during the processing of Iranian oil would not be met. 
Although interim deal is not intended to allow any increase in Iranian oil exports, a 
"joint plan of action" document posted on European Union and US government 
websites says that in return for Iran meeting its commitments, the West would: 
"Pause efforts to further reduce Iran's crude oil sales, enabling Iran's current 
customers to purchase their current average amounts of crude oil. Enable the 
repatriation of an agreed amount of revenue held abroad. For such oil sales, 
suspend the EU and US sanctions on associated insurance and transportation 
services." 

It is not clear whether this also means that the problematic clauses in Indian refiners' 
insurance contracts will be removed, but alleviating insurance headaches for some 
shipments should help smooth a trade that has dipped below sanctioned levels this 
year.  

Kevin Book, managing director at ClearView Energy Partners in Washington, said 
the easing on insurance could provide for an increase of 200,000 to 400,000 barrels 
per day (bpd) in Iranian exports, particularly to Indian refiners. A fact sheet posted on 
the US State Department's website said that the nuclear deal would not allow any 
increase in Iranian crude sales over the next six months.  

"Under this first step, the EU crude oil ban will remain in effect and Iran will be held 
to approximately 1 million bpd in sales, resulting in continuing lost sales worth an 
additional $4 billion per month, every month, going forward," the fact sheet said. 
Benchmark Brent crude dropped about $2 a barrel early to around $109. Analysts at 
Barclays bank said no more than 400,000 bpd of Iranian oil were likely to return to 
the market in the coming months, adding that Iran could struggle to drastically 
increase its exports due to remaining sanctions and difficulties restarting shut-in 
production. 

LONG TERM 

Iran is home to some of the world's largest oil and gas reserves, but US energy firms 
have been barred by Washington from Iran for nearly two decades. Several 
European energy giants had planned multi-billion dollar investments over the last 
decade to help develop Iranian reserves, which could significantly improve global 
energy supplies over the long term.  

US pressure drove European energy companies away from Iran in the late 2000s, 
however, for fear of jeopardising their interests in the US market if they stayed. 

Source: Chicago Tribune, 25 November 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-iran-nuclear-oil-20131124,0,7974734.story
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Indian Shipping Ministry to Seek Support for Shipbuilders from PM-Led Panel 

The shipping ministry is seeking Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh’s backing to offer 
subsidy on interest rates to local shipbuilders, 
giving them access to cheaper funds and help 
them compete with Chinese and South Korean 
rivals. The ministry will soon send the proposal 
to a high-level committee on manufacturing 
headed by Singh, shipping Secretary 
Vishwapati Trivedi said. The ministry will 
approach other ministries to finalise the plan 

once it is approved by the committee, Trivedi said. “We are looking at making 
available low-cost funds to shipbuilders instead of providing a lump sum as subsidy,” 
Trivedi said in Bangalore on 16 November. “In China, shipbuilders have access to 
cheap funds.” 

The Indian shipbuilding industry is adversely affected by multiple taxes and duties 
levied on it, shipping Minister GK Vasan told Parliament recently. “The ministry of 
shipping has taken up with the departments concerned the need for grant of various 
direct or indirect tax incentives for the growth of shipbuilding sector.” Orders for local 
shipbuilders have dried up since September 2008 after the global liquidity crisis and 
the recession cut demand for trade and, in turn, for ships. A boom-time prior to that 
had attracted firms such as Larsen and Toubro Ltd and Pipavav Defence and 
Offshore Engineering Co. Ltd to build ships and led existing companies, including 
Cochin Shipyard Ltd, Bharati Shipyard Ltd and ABG Shipyard Ltd to expand 
capacity. While demands for commercial carriers have shrunk, shipyards are 
banking on naval orders to stay afloat. The ministry had made many unsuccessful 
attempts to reintroduce the subsidy scheme for shipbuilders. But, a government that 
is struggling with a high fiscal deficit has resisted reviving the scheme. An earlier 
programme ended on 14 August 2007 after a five-year run. 

The shipbuilding subsidy scheme offered shipbuilders, both state-owned and private, 
30% extra on building ocean-going merchant vessels that are more than 80 metre 
long, if they are made for the domestic market. For export orders, however, ships of 
all types and capacities were eligible for the subsidy. This government subsidy was 
given to public sector yards in instalments, while private companies got it after the 
ship was built and delivered to the buyer. Indian shipyards are outbid by Chinese 
and Korean shipyards because of cost differences arising from lack of support for the 
industry in India, said a spokesperson for the Shipyards Association of India, an 
industry lobby. “On the other hand, foreign shipyards benefit from direct fiscal and 
non-fiscal support from their respective governments,” he said. Indian shipyards 
currently pay an interest of 13-14% on loans for capital expenditure and working 
capital compared with around 4-6% in countries such as China and South Korea. 
“This differential interest cost imposes a significant cost burden on Indian built ships,” 
the Shipyards Association spokesman said. 

The Export-Import Bank of China gives preferential loans to its domestic shipyards at 
rates as low as 2.7% which provides a huge cost advantage to Chinese shipyards, 
especially when a ship is financed at debt-to-equity ratios that are as high as 9:1 and 
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the working capital requirements for building a ship can be as much as 35% of the 
cost of a ship, on an average, during its construction period, a second shipping 
ministry official said. “Korea, China and Japan have pursued a mix of fiscal and non-
fiscal incentives for encouraging growth and development of their shipbuilding 
industry. Shipbuilding is a capital intensive industry with a “sell first, build later” 
model where buyers pay a small percentage of the price of the ship upfront. This 
requires shipbuilders to invest substantial capital in executing orders. Availability of 
loans at a low cost is a significant support provided by most shipbuilding countries to 
their yards,” the ministry official said. 

Source: Mint, 26 November 

 

UN Maritime Court Tells Russia to Free Greenpeace Ship 

The United Nations maritime tribunal ordered Russia to release a Greenpeace ship 
and 30 people arrested in a protest against Russian Arctic oil drilling, most of whom 
have just been released from detention on bail. The International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea in Hamburg said it had accepted a request from the Netherlands to 
order the provisional release of the Dutch-registered Arctic Sunrise and its crew, 
which Russia detained Sept. 18 to international protest. The Russian Foreign 
Ministry said it would study the ruling, but that the tribunal had no jurisdiction over its 
prosecution. It said it hoped the decision had been "objective" and had taken into 
account what it said were violations of international law by the Greenpeace vessel. 
"The Arctic Sunrise ship was used as a tool to commit acts that are unacceptable 
under international law and Russian legislation," the ministry said in a statement. 

In Hamburg, Judge Shunji Yanai of Japan told the court the application from the 
Netherlands for a provisional release had been accepted by the votes of 19 judges to 
two. The court ruled that the ship and crew must be allowed to leave Russia, subject 
to the payment of a 3.6 million Eurobond by the Netherlands. Russian authorities 
have in the last few days ordered the release on bail of 29 of those arrested, 
although Greenpeace says it is unclear whether or not they will be allowed to leave 
Russia. Greenpeace lawyers said they now intended to focus efforts on helping the 
foreign citizens leave Russia. The 30th, Colin Russell of Australia, had his detention 
extended until Feb. 24. The tribunal was set up to adjudicate maritime disputes 
under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, which both Russia and the 
Netherlands have ratified. Western leaders including German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel have expressed concern to President Vladimir Putin. UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon appealed to Russia to show leniency while Western celebrities 
including ex-Beatle Paul McCartney have asked for the detainees' release. 

The court considered that international maritime conventions stipulate that 
governments may arrest ships in their exclusive economic zones only if they are 
engaged in nonpermitted fishing or research activities, tribunal judge RЯdiger 
Wolfrum told Reuters. "This was not the case here," he said. "I think we have 
reached a provisional decision that secures the rights of both sides." Wolfrum said 
the provisional order would have no impact on any future arbitration hearings in the 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Vn9TTeZ5lgdgWjoL95O3ZN/Shipping-ministry-to-seek-support-for-shipbuilders-from-PMl.html
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dispute. The 30 arrested over the protest, in which Greenpeace activists tried to 
scale the offshore oil rig Prirazlomnaya, part of Russia's drive to tap Arctic energy 
resources, could be jailed for up to seven years if convicted of hooliganism. 
Greenpeace, which says the protest was peaceful and the charges are unfounded, 
has been voicing alarm over the rush to develop Arctic energy resources, which it 
says threatens the region's unique environment. Greenpeace International executive 
director Kumi Naidoo said international law was an integral part of Russia's legal 
system and its courts were obliged to implement the order. The 30 arrested had 
initially been charged with piracy, punishable in Russia by up to 15 years in prison. 
Putin then said they were clearly not pirates but had violated the law. 

Source: The Moscow Times, 25 November 

Arctic Seafloor Methane Releases Double Previous Estimates 

The seafloor off the coast of Northern Siberia is releasing more than twice the 
amount of methane as previously estimated, according to new research results 
published in the Nov. 24 edition of the journal Nature Geoscience. The East Siberian 
Arctic Shelf is venting at least 17 teragrams of the methane into the atmosphere 
each year. A teragram is equal to 1 million tons. “It is now on par with the methane 
being released from the arctic tundra, which is considered to be one of the major 
sources of methane in the Northern Hemisphere,” said Natalia Shakhova, one of the 
paper’s lead authors and a scientist at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. “Increased 
methane releases in this area are a possible new climate-change-driven factor that 
will strengthen over time.” 

Methane is a greenhouse gas more than 30 times more potent than carbon dioxide. 
On land, methane is released when previously frozen organic material decomposes. 
In the seabed, methane can be stored as a pre-formed gas or asmethane hydrates. 
As long as the subsea permafrost remains frozen, it forms a cap, effectively trapping 
the methane beneath. However, as the permafrost thaws, it develops holes, which 
allow the methane to escape. These releases can be larger and more abrupt than 
those that result from decomposition. 

The findings are the latest in an ongoing international research project led by 
Shakhova and Igor Semiletov, both researchers at the UAF International Arctic 
Research Center. Their twice-yearly arctic expeditions have revealed that the 
subsea permafrost in the area has thawed much more extensively than previously 
thought, in part due to warming water near the bottom of the ocean. The warming 
has created conditions that allow the subsea methane to escape in much greater 
amounts than their earlier models estimated. Frequent storms in the area hasten its 
release into the atmosphere; much in the same way stirring a soda releases the 
carbonation more quickly. 

“Results of this study represent a big step forward toward improving our 
understanding of methane emissions from the East Siberian Arctic Shelf,” said 
Shakhova. She noted that while the ESAS is unusual in its expansive and shallow 
nature, the team’s findings there speak to the need for further exploration of the 
subsea Arctic. “I believe that all other arctic shelf areas are significantly 
underestimated and should be paid very careful attention to.” Methane bubbles 

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/un-maritime-court-tells-russia-to-free-greenpeace-ship/490138.html
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collect under the ice. The East Siberian Arctic Shelf is a methane-rich area that 
encompasses more than 2 million square kilometers of seafloor in the Arctic Ocean. 
It is more than three times as large as the nearby Siberian wetlands, which have 
been considered the primary Northern Hemisphere source of atmospheric methane. 
Previous estimates performed for the ESAS suggested that the area was releasing 8 
teragrams of methane into the atmosphere yearly. 

During field expeditions, the research team used a variety of techniques—including 
sonar and visual images of methane bubbles in the water, air and water sampling, 
seafloor drilling and temperature readings—to determine the conditions of the water 
and permafrost, as well as the amount of methane being released. Methane is an 
important factor in global climate change, because it so effectively traps heat. As 
conditions warm, global research has indicated that more methane is released, 
which then stands to further warm the planet. Scientists call this phenomenon a 
positive feedback loop. “We believe that the release of methane from the Arctic, and 
in particular this part of the Arctic, could impact the entire globe,” Shakhova said. 
“We are trying to understand the actual contribution of the ESAS to the global 
methane budget and how that will change over time.” Members of the scientific field 
expedition drill through the ice and into the seafloor of the East Siberian Arctic Shelf. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 26 November 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/26112013-arctic-seafloor-methane-releases-double-previous-estimates/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29

